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INDICAZIONI PER IL CANDIDATO
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Non aprite la prova d'esame e non iniziate a svolgerla prima del via dell'insegnante preposto.
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La prova d'esame si compone di due parti, denominate A e B. Il tempo a disposizione per l'esecuzione dell'intera prova è di 60
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esatta.

Scrivete le vostre risposte negli spazi appositamente previsti all'interno della prova utilizzando la penna stilografica o la penna a
sfera. Scrivete in modo leggibile: in caso di errore, tracciate un segno sulla risposta scorretta e scrivete accanto ad essa quella
corretta. Alle risposte e alle correzioni scritte in modo illeggibile verrà assegnato il punteggio di zero (0).

Abbiate fiducia in voi stessi e nelle vostre capacità. Vi auguriamo buon lavoro.

Al candidato sono consentiti l'uso della penna stilografica o della penna a sfera
e la consultazione dei dizionari monolingue e bilingue.

Al candidato vengono consegnate due schede di valutazione.

A) Comprensione di testi scritti
B) Conoscenza e uso della lingua
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VOLTATE IL FOGLIO.

Pagina bianca
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A) COMPRENSIONE DI TESTI SCRITTI (Tempo a disposizione: 30 minuti) 

 
ESERCIZIO 1: RISPOSTE BREVI 
 
Leggete il brano World's oldest chocolate found at Paso de la Amada in Mexico e rispondete 
alle seguenti domande formulando risposte brevi. Scrivete le vostre risposte in inglese sulle 
righe che trovate sotto ciascuna domanda. 
 
Le correzioni illeggibili non saranno prese in considerazione. 

 
 
Example: 
0. Why did the Aztecs conquer southeast Mexico? 

 For its orchards of cacao trees. 
 
 
 
1. Which countries do cacao trees originally come from?  

  
 
2. Who used to drink cacao when the Spanish arrived? 

  
 
3. When did the history of cacao use begin?  

  
 
4. What was the oldest court intended for? 

  
 
5. Was it immediately known what had been drunk from the Barra ware? 

  
 
6. What is chicha?  

  
 
7. Which of the two vessels containing theobromine is older?  

  
 
8. Name one suggested use of a tecomate. 

  
 

(8 punti) 
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World's oldest chocolate found at Paso de la 
Amada in Mexico 

by Norman Hammond 
Article from <http://www.timesonline.co.uk>, July 18, 2008 

 
 

Chemical traces from an ancient pottery 
vessel from southeastern Mexico showed that it 
had been used for a chocolate beverage more 
than 3,500 years ago, produced in the region 
which the Aztecs conquered for its rich orchards 
of cacao trees.  

Although cacao (or cocoa) beans are grown 
today in many parts of the world, the tree which 
bears the seed pods, Theobroma cacao, is native 
to southern Mexico, Belize and Guatemala. The 
Spanish conquistadors discovered that a drink 
made from the toasted and ground beans, 
whisked, frothed and flavoured with hot chilli 
peppers, was consumed by the elite of the Aztec 
Empire. Other parts of the pod, including its soft 
inner pith, were fermented into various 
beverages.  

The latest discovery, which pushes the 
earliest use of cacao so far known to between 
1500 and 1900BC, was made by analysing 
pottery from the site of Paso de la Amada, an 
early village just inland from the Pacific Coast 
in Mexico. The site has already yielded 
evidence of a complex society, including the 
oldest known court for playing the 
Mesoamerican rubber-ball game and the oldest 
pottery in the Maya area.  

Although the region of Soconusco in which 
Paso de la Amada lies was one of the richest 
cacao-producing regions in pre-Hispanic 
America, no evidence for early use of the plant 
had emerged from excavations. The earliest 
pottery, known as Barra ware and dating 
between 1900 and 1700BC, included large jars 
suitable for brewing and smaller bowls for 
drinking. The question was, what had been 
brewed and drunk?  

One possible answer was chicha, a maize 
beer widely consumed in tropical America; 
another was some form of chocolate beverage. 
"Cacao has a unique chemical composition of 
over 500 different compounds, including 
theobromine and caffeine," Terry Powis and his 
colleagues report in Mexicon.  

Theobromine was found in two vessels, one 
from Paso de la Amada and one from the Olmec 
site of El Manatí dating to slightly later, 
between 1650 and 1500BC. The former was a 
small brown bowl of a shape known as a 
tecomate, with a narrow mouth. Various 
functions have been suggested for them 
including keeping tortillas hot; the present 
example seems, however, to have been a 
drinking vessel.  

"The results provide conclusive proof that 
the Mokaya people of the Soconusco were 
involved in the production and consumption of 
liquid chocolate at the very beginning of the 
Early Formative period," the team report. 
"Feasting and drinking chocolate beverages was 
critical to the development of complex societies 
on the Pacific Coast of Chiapas".  

MEXICON, VOL 30, 35–38 
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ESERCIZIO 2: VERO/FALSO 
 
Leggete attentamente l'articolo D.C. Seeks Sales Ban On Violent Games, Williams, Fenty Back 
Limits for Minors e indicate se le affermazioni sottostanti sono vere (T) o false (F) facendo un 
segno di spunta ( ) nelle apposite caselle della tabella. 
 
Le correzioni illeggibili non saranno prese in considerazione. 
 
 
 
Example: T F 

0. D.C. Council has banned the sale of video games not suitable for children.  

    

1. Stores that sell games could be forced to pay a fine.   

2. Williams and Fenty are worried about the Grand Auto Theft Game.   

3. Fenty claims that children copy the behaviour presented in the games.   

4. Courts and officials have tried limiting the selling of such games.   

5. The National Law Journal claims that the game Grand Theft Auto is responsible 
for the killing of a man in Tennessee. 

  

6. The Entertainment Software Association recommends that the stores should 
demand personal identification before selling the games. 

  

7. The Entertainment Software Association strongly supports all of Fenty's demands.   

 
(7 punti) 
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D.C. Seeks Sales Ban On Violent Games 
Williams, Fenty Back Limits for Minors 

 
By Eric M. Weiss 

Adapted from: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A58996-2005Feb2.html, February 3, 2005 
 
 
D.C. Mayor Anthony A. Williams and most 
D.C. Council members say they want to ban the 
sale of violent and sexually explicit video games 
to minors, linking the popular games to juvenile 
violence.  

Council member Adrian M. Fenty (D-Ward 4) 
and 11 colleagues are scheduled to introduce a 
measure today that would limit the sale of such 
games as the Grand Theft Auto series, Halo 2 
and Mortal Kombat. A store that sells the games 
to minors could lose its business license and face 
a fine of as much as $10,000.  

"They are unbelievably misogynistic and geared 
toward making whoever is playing perpetuate 
the worst parts of our society,'' Fenty said.  

Referring to Grand Theft Auto, he said the game 
"awards points for killing police officers and 
assaulting women, and it is done in a way that 
glorifies violence."  

Williams (D), at his weekly media briefing, said 
he would support a ban. "I've actually seen the 
game," he said. "It's a horrible game for kids to 
be using."  

The legal outlook for such a measure is 
uncertain. Federal appeals courts have rejected 
as unconstitutional the efforts by St. Louis 
County and Indianapolis to regulate video 
games.  

Fenty said the games contribute to a wave of 
youth car thefts and related violence.  

"I can't say that a particular driver watched the 
game and went out and did something. I am 
saying that a whole generation of kids in this 
city are watching these games and emulating 
them,'' Fenty said.  

The games have been the subject of lawsuits and 
attempts by elected leaders to ban or limit their 
sales.  

In December, Illinois Gov. Rod Blagojevich (D) 
proposed making it illegal for anyone younger 
than 18 to buy violent or sexually explicit games.  

Similar bans have been considered in Michigan.  

Blagojevich criticized the $7 billion video game 
industry for failing to find better ways to keep 
"adult material out of the hands of minors," and 
cited evidence that many production companies 
in the intensely competitive business marketed 
violent games to boys younger than 17.  

According to the National Law Journal, a 
Tennessee lawsuit blames Grand Theft Auto for 
the death of a man killed by teenagers.  

In a written statement, Douglas Lowenstein, 
president of the Entertainment Software 
Association, said the group strongly encouraged 
retailers to adopt policies requiring ID checks 
before selling games that are rated "M" for 
mature.  

"In this regard, we share Councilman Fenty's 
objective,'' the statement said. "But we oppose 
any government enacted restrictions on content 
as unconstitutional restraints on creative and 
artistic expression. Further, Federal Court 
rulings already struck down limitations like 
what Councilman Fenty introduced and the 
same fate awaits his proposal."  

Fenty's legislation would ban the sale of M-rated 
games to anyone younger than 17 and restrict 
games labeled "AO," for adults only, to those 
older than 18.  

Fenty, chairman of the council's Human 
Services Committee and a likely mayoral 
candidate, has scheduled a news conference 
today at First Rock Baptist Church in Southeast 
Washington to announce the legislation.  
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B) CONOSCENZA E USO DELLA LINGUA (Tempo a disposizione: 30 minuti) 

 

ESERCIZIO 1: SCELTA E COMPLETAMENTO 
 
Leggete attentamente il brano Web solution for the Philippines e inseritevi le parole o 
espressioni mancanti. Per ciascuna di esse, nella tabella sottostante avete a disposizione 
quattro possibili risposte (A, B, C e D). Cerchiate la lettera corrispondente alla risposta da voi 
scelta. 
 
Le correzioni illeggibili non saranno prese in considerazione. 
 
 
 
Example: 

0. A who B which C whom D whose 

         

1. A with B at C from D by 

2. A was B have C has D am 

3. A above B in C below D from 

4. A themselves B them C herself D themself 

5. A fiveth B fifth C five D fifty 

6. A in spite B however C even D despite 

7. A Its B It C She D He 

8. A a B an C this D - 

 
(8 punti) 
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Web solution for the Philippines 
By Anna Bruce-Lockhart 

Adapted from <http://www.guardianweekly.co.uk/?page=editorial&id=518&catID=5>, 
February 27, 2008 

 
 
On a visit to the Philippines, Jay Plaza*, __0__ 
works for a teaching hospital in the United 
States, was struck by the poverty and social 
degradation he saw around him in the streets. 
Deciding that the problem was made worse 
__1__ a lack of education, he set up HotCity 
Wireless, a non-proft organisation that supplies 
communities and schools with computers and 
free wireless internet connection. His goal is to 
provide underprivileged citizens in the 
Philippines with the information they need to 
make better decisions about their lives. 

 
Photographed by Jay Plaza 

The first time I arrived in Manila I saw a 10-year-
old child scavenging for food in a dustbin. I was 
really surprised. Since then I __2__ seen a lot of 
poverty and unrest in the Philippines. There is a 
huge lack of education. I read up on the problem 
and found that 45% of the country is living 
__3__ the poverty line. 

As I travelled around the different areas I saw a 
lot of young prostitutes; kids as young as 12 
were selling __4__ on the streets. They work for 
adult bars, or go-go bars. A lot of big 
organisations are out there trying to change 
things, but it seems to be landing on deaf ears.  

The Philippines now ranks __5__ in the world 
for numbers of underage prostitutes. 

When I took into consideration the whole picture 
out there – the poverty, prostitution, conflict and 
lack of education – I felt strongly that something 
had to be done. I'm not a social worker or 
involved in politics, I'm just an ordinary person, 
but I reminded myself of all the people who 
make a difference in the world __6__ being on 
their own or having no money. 

I thought that if I brought computers and internet 
access to the most vulnerable communities, it 
might help them to make better decisions in their 
daily lives. And that's how HotCity Wireless was 
established. __7__ is a non-profit organisation, 
made up of volunteers, that provides computers 
to underprivileged people and allows them to 
access the internet using low-cost wireless 
technology. 

We're not just focusing on children who are 
already in school; we're trying to attract the 
poorer children, too – the ones on the street. We 
established a learning centre with one computer, 
and put a sign outside that read "Free internet 
access". Anyone who wanted could come in off 
the street and use it. There is a volunteer there 
at all times to show them how to operate it and 
help them find the information they're looking 
for.  

While poverty is still __8__ problem, there is 
now more hope. I believe there is a 
transformation taking place: vulnerable 
minorities are turning into informed citizens 
capable of making decisions about their own 
lives. Information, if you know how to use it, can 
be a great ally to anyone. 

 
* Jay Plaza was interviewed by Anna Bruce-Lockhart. 
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ESERCIZIO 2: COMPLETAMENTO 
 
Leggete attentamente il brano Not just another statistic e trasformate correttamente le parole 
poste lungo i suoi margini in modo da completare correttamente gli spazi vuoti presenti nelle 
frasi. Scrivete poi in modo leggibile, nella tabella sottostante, le parole da voi formate. 
 
Le correzioni illeggibili non saranno prese in considerazione. 
 
 
 

Example: 

0. percentage 

 

1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

5.  

6.  

7.  

 
(7 punti) 
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NOT JUST ANOTHER STATISTIC 
By Jessica Roberts 

Adapted from <http://www.guardianweekly.co.uk/?page=editorial&id=57&catID=6>, August 1, 2007 
 
 
After a decline in the late 1990s, the __0__ of violent crime involving handguns 
in the US has been steadily rising 2000. Jessica Roberts recounts the morning 
she heard her daughter had been killed in a gun duel between two rivals in 
New York. 
 
Headlines about violent crime are the last things on your mind as you lay in 
bed on a Sunday morning, gathering the energy to brew coffee and smiling at 
recollections of fun the evening before. "Town struggling to stem wave of 
violent crime"; "1 dead, 3 hurt in shootings outside City party"; "Serious urban 
__1__ claims 4th victim". These things aren't part of my world, these dreadful, 
awful tragedies are not my reality. Until those words – she's dead. 
 
"She was shot, she's dead." The voice on the other end of the phone was 
closer to our darling girl and that strange pecking order of grief was all that 
penetrated my fog. I offered my support, asked that we might speak again 
later, and rang off. So that was it. A week before, we'd sat on the sofa __2__ 
from the snow storm, drinking wine and giggling like teens at a sleepover. 
We'd debated the world's wrongs: crocs, the transit system and bad dates with 
worse men. This was our __3__, all in order, the world continuing to turn. 
 
I remember wincing while trying to convey the story. Our girl was shot in the 
head, caught in the cross fire between men who knew no other means of 
conducting a dispute. She was out of town for the weekend with friends, 
dressed to the nines after an evening out. I picture it still, a slow series of silent 
vignettes: a chic bar; smiles and __4__; new friends; an early liquor license; 
five young people driving to a house party across town. 
 
Only one of these new friends transpired to be half of the gun duel that killed 
our girl. A bullet shattered the back windscreen and her skull. The missing 45 
minutes before she arrived at the hospital made no difference. She was __5__ 
the moment the first insult of the fight was thrown. The bullet wasn't meant for 
her – new friends unleashing old quarrels through the barrel of a gun. Oh, well 
that makes more sense then. 
 
I still can't accept that she's gone. I can't look at her pictures. I can't say even 
her name. But I can thank our darling girl for allowing us to __6__ see. I can 
hope that we'll stop regarding gun crime as someone else's problem, and 
acknowledge the people behind the barrel when we try to implement our 
distant bureaucratic __7__. 
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