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Section A

=

You will hear an interview with Jennifer Egan, the Pulitzer Prize winner. You will hear the

recording twice. Now read the task.

Jennifer Egan

As you listen to the recording, decide whether the following statements are TRUE or FALSE

and tick (v') the appropriate column below.

Example:
TRUE FALSE
Most of Jennifer's past work deals with modern topics. v
TRUE FALSE

Manhattan Beach is set in New York during World War I.

The novel describes in detail life on Manhattan streets.

The protagonist of Manhattan Beach has an unusual job.

The protagonist’s father is an exemplary parent.

New Yorkers felt relatively safe during the war.

The New York waterfront is becoming a fashionable place.

During the war, The Brooklyn Navy Yard was used exclusively by the
US Navy.

Jennifer was unaware of the importance of diving in ship repairs.

The untold stories of wartime female divers inspired Jennifer to write
the novel.
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Section B

You will hear an interview in which Patricia Fara talks about Lise Meitner, who, together with
her colleagues Otto Hahn and Fritz Strassmann, discovered nuclear fission. You will hear the
recording twice. Now read the task.

An interview with Patricia Fara

As you listen to the recording, write your answers in note form in the spaces below. Use 1-5
words for each answer. Bear in mind that all contracted forms with the exception of can’t count
as two words.

Example:
0. When did Lise Meitner start to pursue a career as a scientist?

In the early 20th century.

1. Why was life in Vienna discouraging for talented women?

2.  On the personal level, why was Hahn and Meitner’s relationship close from the very beginning?

3. Which technique did Hahn and Meitner use to change the structure of the uranium atom?

4. What shows that Meitner was sceptical about the experiment results?

5. Who helped Meitner solve the puzzle?

6. When did Meitner get an idea for how to scientifically explain the experiment results?

7. Which field of science does the term ‘fission’ come from?

8. What did Meitner decline to take part in?

=
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