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A) BRALNO RAZUMEVANJE 

Task 1: Multiple choice questions 

For items 1–9, choose the answer (A, B, C or D) which fits according to the text. There is an 
example at the beginning (0). 
 

The Interlopers 

In a forest of mixed growth somewhere in the mountains of the eastern Karpathians, a man stood one 
winter night watching and listening, as though he waited for some beast of the woods to come within 
the range of his vision, and, later, of his rifle. But the game for whose presence he kept so keen an 
outlook was none that figured in the sportsman’s calendar as lawful and proper for the chase; Ulrich 
von Gradwitz patrolled the dark forest in quest of a human enemy. 

The forest lands of Gradwitz were of wide extent and well stocked with game; the narrow strip of 
extremely steep and unmanageable woodland that lay on its outskirts was not remarkable for the 
game it harboured or the shooting it afforded, but it was the most jealously guarded of all its owner's 
territorial possessions. A famous law suit, in the days of his grandfather, had wrested it from the illegal 
possession of a neighbouring family of petty landowners; the dispossessed party had never accepted 
the judgment of the Courts, and a long series of poaching disputes and similar scandals had 
embittered the relationships between the families for three generations. The neighbour feud had 
grown into a personal one since Ulrich had come to be head of his family; if there was a man in the 
world whom he detested and wished ill to, it was Georg Znaeym, the inheritor of the quarrel and the 
tireless game-snatcher and raider of the disputed border-forest. The feud might, perhaps, have died 
down or been compromised if the personal ill-will of the two men had not stood in the way; as boys 
they had thirsted for one another’s blood, as men each prayed that misfortune might fall on the other, 
and this wind-scourged winter night, Ulrich had banded together his foresters to watch the dark forest, 
not in quest of four-footed quarry, but to keep a look-out for the prowling thieves whom he suspected 
of being afoot from across the land boundary. The deer, which usually kept in the sheltered hollows 
during a storm-wind, were running like driven things tonight, and there was movement and unrest 
among the creatures that used to sleep through the dark hours. Assuredly, there was a disturbing 
element in the forest, and Ulrich could guess the quarter from whence it came. 

He strayed away by himself from the watchers whom he had placed in ambush on the crest of the hill, 
and wandered far down the steep slopes amid the wild tangle of undergrowth, peering through the tree 
trunks and listening through the whistling and hissing of the wind and the restless beating of the 
branches for sight and sound of the raiders. If only on this wild night, in this dark, lone spot, he might 
come across Georg Znaeym, man to man, with none to witness – that was the wish that was 
uppermost in his thoughts. And as he stepped round the trunk of a huge beech he came face to face 
with the man he sought. 

The two enemies stood glaring at one another for a long silent moment. Each had a rifle in his hand, 
each had hate in his heart and murder uppermost in his mind. The chance had come to give full play 
to the passions of a lifetime. But a man who has been brought up under the code of a restraining 
civilisation cannot easily nerve himself to shoot down his neighbour in cold blood and without word 
spoken, except for an offence against his hearth and honour. And before the moment of hesitation had 
given way to action, a deed of Nature’s own violence overwhelmed them both. A fierce shriek of the 
storm had been answered by a splitting crash over their heads, and before they could leap aside, a 
mass of falling beech tree had thundered down on them. 

Ulrich von Gradwitz found himself stretched on the ground, one arm numb beneath him and the other 
held almost as helplessly in a tight tangle of forked branches, while both legs were pinned beneath the 
fallen mass. His heavy shooting-boots had saved his feet from being crushed to pieces, but if his 
fractures were not as serious as they might have been, at least it was evident that he could not move 
from his present position till someone came to release him. The descending twig had slashed the skin 

Line 4 

Line 41 
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of his face, and he had to wink away some drops of blood from his eyelashes before he could take in a 
general view of the disaster. At his side, so near that under ordinary circumstances he could almost 
have touched him, lay Georg Znaeym, alive and struggling, but obviously as helplessly trapped as 
himself. All round them lay a thick-strewn wreckage of splintered branches and broken twigs. 

(Adapted from a short story by H. H. Munro (SAKI)) 
 
Example: 
0. The title suggests that the story is about 

A intruders. 

B interpreters. 

C investigators. 

D interrogators. 
 
 

1. The story takes place in 

A leafy woodlands somewhere in the eastern Karpathians. 

B the rugged Karpathian mountains with little growth. 

C a dark Karpathian pine forest on a winter night. 

D a Karpathian wood with diverse tree vegetation. 
 
2. According to the text, what would be “lawful and proper for the chase” (line 4)? 

A Ulrich von Gradwitz. 

B A human enemy. 

C Forest animals. 

D Sportsmen. 
 
3. The Znaeym family showed their disagreement with the court ruling by 

A turning other petty landowners against the Gradwitz family. 

B appealing against the judgment of the Courts. 

C hunting illegally in Gradwitz’s lands. 

D wrestling with the Gradwitz family. 
 
4. Through the years, the land conflict had grown fiercer because of 

A too many raids on the border-forest. 

B the character traits of the two family leaders.  

C several unfortunate events that befell Ulrich and Georg. 

D the bloodthirstiness of all the members of the two disputing families. 
 
5. Ulrich suspected that somebody was trespassing his land because 

A he thought he had seen somebody running in the forest. 

B intruders were most active during stormy nights. 

C he was awoken from his sleep and felt unrest. 

D the forest animals were agitated. 
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6. Ulrich left his men in order to 

A check what was hidden in the undergrowth. 

B set up an ambush on the top of the hill. 

C deal with his mortal enemy alone.  

D stray away from Georg Znaeym. 

 
7. Paragraph 4 points out that 

A in the wilderness, a man can be free from restraining civilisation. 

B social conventions keep human nature under control. 

C strong emotions can change people’s minds. 

D violent men are basically hesitant cowards. 

 
8. The phrase “fallen mass” in line 41 refers to 

A the downed tree.  

B the heavy shooting boots. 

C the body of Ulrich von Gradwitz. 

D a tight tangle of forked branches. 

 
9. In paragraph 5, the two neighbours are 

A lying together, still locked in a struggle. 

B finally trying to help each other. 

C bleeding heavily from their wounds. 

D powerless against Nature’s violence. 
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Prazna stran 

OBRNITE LIST. 
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Task 2: Matching 

You are going to read about Chinese dynasties. For answers 1–11, choose from dynasties A–E. 
Some of the dynasties may be chosen more than once. When more than one answer is 
required, these may be given in any order. Write your answers in the table next to each 
question. There are three examples at the beginning: (0), (00) and (000). 
 

Chinese Dynasties 

A The Xia Dynasty 
The Xia Dynasty (c. 2070–1600 BCE) was the first government to emerge in ancient China and 
became the first to adhere to the policy of dynastic succession, which made it the first dynasty of 
China. It was regarded as a mythical construct of later Chinese historians until excavations in the 
late 20th century CE uncovered sites which corresponded to descriptions in these earlier historians’ 
accounts. The Xia was overthrown by the Shang Dynasty, a more historically certain governmental 
entity. The argument that the Xia Dynasty is a mythological construct claims that the Zhou wanted 
to make clear that the previous dynasties had lost their right to rule through immoral conduct and 
so created a proto-dynasty, the Xia, as a pre-historic model. Many scholars today still maintain that 
the Xia Dynasty is a myth but seem to be at a loss to explain why the physical evidence uncovered 
arguments against their claim. 

B The Shang Dynasty 
The Shang Dynasty (c. 1600–1046 BCE) was the second dynasty of China, which succeeded the 
Xia Dynasty after the overthrow of the Xia tyrant Jie by the Shang leader. Since many historians 
question whether the Xia Dynasty really existed, the Shang Dynasty may have actually been the 
first in China and the origin of what has come to be recognized as Chinese culture. The stability of 
the country during the Shang Dynasty led to numerous cultural advances such as industrialized 
bronze casting, religious rituals, and writing. The first king, Tang, instantly began to work for the 
people of his country instead of for his own pleasure and luxury, and provided a role model for his 
successors. These men created a stable government which would continue for 600 years but 
eventually, according to Chinese historical records, they lost the Mandate of Heaven, which 
allowed them to rule. 

C The Zhou Dynasty 
The Zhou Dynasty (1046–256 BCE) was among the most culturally significant of the early Chinese 
dynasties and the longest lasting of any in China’s history. Western Zhou, the first of the two 
periods of this dynasty, saw the rise of a decentralized state with a social hierarchy corresponding 
to European feudalism. Eastern Zhou relocated the capital to Luoyang and continued the Western 
Zhou model but with the ever-accelerating breakdown of the imperial Chinese government, which 
resulted in the claim that the Zhou had lost the Mandate of Heaven. The weakness of the king’s 
position gave rise to the chaotic era known as the Warring States Period, during which the seven 
separate states of China fought each other for supremacy. The Zhou Dynasty made significant 
cultural contributions to agriculture, education, military organization, Chinese literature, music, 
Confucianism, and social stratification as well as political and religious innovations. The culture 
they established enabled the development of the arts, metallurgy, and some of the most famous 
names in Chinese philosophy. 

D The Han Dynasty 
The Han Dynasty (202 BCE–220 CE) was the second dynasty of Imperial China to have 
established the paradigm for all succeeding dynasties up until 1912 CE. It was founded by the 
commoner Liu Bang (throne name: Gaozu), who worked toward repairing the damage caused by 
the repressive regime of the Qin through more benevolent laws and care for the people. The 
dynasty is divided into Western Han (also Former Han) and Eastern Han (also Later Han). The 
most famous monarch of the Han was Emperor Wu, who, among his many other impressive 
achievements, also opened the Silk Road, establishing trade with the West. The Han also 
negotiated the peace with the nomadic peoples of the north and west, which stabilized the borders 
and encouraged peace and cultural development in the arts and sciences. Many of the 
commonplace items taken for granted today were invented by the Han, such as the wheelbarrow, 
the compass, seismograph, and paper, to name but a few. The Han also promoted cultural values, 
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encouraged literacy, and the study of history. Its legacy is so profound that it continues to the 
present day and the majority of ethnic Chinese refer to themselves as Han People proudly in 
identifying themselves as descendants of the great ancient dynasty. 

E The Yuan Dynasty 
The Yuan Dynasty was established by the Mongols and ruled China from 1271 to 1368 CE. Their 
first emperor was Kublai Khan, who finally defeated the Song Dynasty, which had reigned in China 
since 960 CE. Stability and peace within China brought a certain economic prosperity for some, 
such as Kublai, and his successors promoted international trade which saw the now-unified country 
open up to the wider world. The Mongols’ reign in China was finally ended due to a lethal cocktail 
of endless infighting amongst their leaders, inept and corrupt government, which overspent and 
overtaxed, floods, and famines. Peasant uprisings rumbled throughout the 14th century CE until 
one, led by the Red Turban Movement, toppled the Yuan and brought in a new regime. 

(Adapted from entries at www.worldhistory.org) 
 
 
 
Examples: 
Which dynasty/dynasties Dynasties 

did not leave conclusive material evidence behind? (0) A    

opened up China to commerce? (00) D and (000) E 
 
 

faced natural disasters and rebels? (1)     

introduced a system that divided the Chinese into classes? (2)     

provided stability to its people for little more than half a 
millennium? (3)     

can be further split into subsections? (4)  and (5)  

was established by a member of the lower classes? (6)     

made progress in the use of metals? (7)  and (8)  

could have been invented to serve as an example? (9)     

is still held in deep regard by the Chinese? (10)     

set the principles that were followed by all dynasties? (11)     
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B) POZNAVANJE IN RABA JEZIKA 

Task 1: Gap fill 

There is one word missing in each gap. Write the missing words in the spaces on the right. 
Bear in mind that all contracted forms with the exception of can’t count as two words. There is 
an example at the beginning: Gap 0. 
 

How Sweden is taking back parking spaces to improve urban living 

It was a couple of parking spaces a _0_ days ago. But now the area outside Malin Henriksson 
Talcoth’s gourmet sausage shop in Gothenburg has a bench, a picnic table and racks for cycles and 
e-scooters. It also has people talking, eating, and enjoying themselves _1_ subzero temperatures. 

The workmen _2_ arrived the previous week and built the wooden unit with benches facing towards 
the pavement. “When the sun was out on Friday and Saturday, it was absolutely full of people, just 
having a takeaway coffee and a sausage,” Talcoth said. This pop-up public space is a Swedish urban 
experiment known as the “one-minute city”. They’ve been appearing around the country as _3_ of a 
government project called Street Moves, which aims to investigate what happens when cars _4_ 
displaced, and how every street in Sweden could be healthy, sustainable, and vibrant by 2030. 

“Sweden has about 40,000 km of streets already built, which, if you think of that as a space, is 
extraordinary,” says Dan Hill, the director of strategic design at Vinnova, Sweden’s state innovation 
agency, who is the driving force _5_ the project along with the architecture curator Kieran Long. He 
adds: “That is an addressable space – it’s something where we could intervene and start testing 
possible versions of the future. _6_ is a general recognition around the world that the role of the 
motorcar must be reduced, but that creates new questions.” 

Long is the director of ArkDes, Sweden’s national architecture and design museum. He says Street 
Moves is a series of speculations about _7_ the streets could be used for and, behind the scenes, 
about how we can take parking spaces away in the city, because it’s obvious that that’s a bad use of a 
crucial public realm. 

Talcoth is concerned that the lost parking spaces might mean less income, but she also concedes that 
driving in Gothenburg has become so difficult that fewer people bring their cars in. The project was also 
designed as a _8_ to the problem of e-scooter parking. The Swedish scooter start-up Voi Technology 
was involved from the early stages, when the units were initially described as ‘mobility hubs’. 

The project’s designer, Olle Lundberg, _9_ firm is a two-minute walk from one of the project’s sites, 
says he is pleased with the reception. “I pass it every day and you can see that people stop to sit 
down and talk. The thing we worked out is that the sofas mostly face the pavement, so it becomes like 
a micro space, _10_ hangout for the people there, especially younger kids.” 

The project is also about seeing if a city or national government can use _11_ sort of activist strategies 
pioneered by the “gangsta gardener” Ron Finley, who planted vegetables and fruit trees in South 
Central Los Angeles, or by the Rebar design studio, _12_ rented metered parking spaces in San 
Francisco and turned them into temporary ‘parklets’. They wanted to learn from tactical urbanism, but 
wanted to do it strategically. 

It’s also an attempt to further refine the ‘15-minute city’ concept, adopted successfully in Paris where 
all important amenities should be within a 15-minute walk or cycle _13_. It’s a good idea _14_ terms of 
having all of your everyday needs within that timeframe. But the ‘one-minute city’ is different; it’s the 
space outside your front door, outside your apartment block or house – that’s _15_ you can have a 
very intimate and engaged relationship. That’s your neighbourhood. 

(Adapted from an article in The Guardian, 8 February 2021, by Richard Orange) 
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Example: 

0.   few 
 
 

 1. ______________________________________________ 

 2. ______________________________________________ 

 3. ______________________________________________ 

 4. ______________________________________________ 

 5. ______________________________________________ 

 6. ______________________________________________ 

 7. ______________________________________________ 

 8. ______________________________________________ 

 9. ______________________________________________ 

 10. ______________________________________________ 

 11. ______________________________________________ 

 12. ______________________________________________ 

 13. ______________________________________________ 

 14. ______________________________________________ 

 15. ______________________________________________ 
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Task 2: Gap fill (word formation) 

For gaps 1–15, write the correct form of the words in brackets in the spaces on the right. There 
is an example at the beginning: Gap 0. 
 

Spectacular flower crowns rule in Ukraine 

Feathers, hemp threads, shells, beads, even pieces of foil and wax – these are just a few of the items 
that Ukrainian artist Dominika Dyka weaves into her modern re-creations of the _0_ (TRADITION) 
Ukrainian ‘vinok’ (wreath or crown). 

Worn for centuries by girls and young women to _1_ (SYMBOL) fertility, wreaths are believed to have 
pagan origins that predate the introduction of Christianity to the Eastern Slavic world in the 10th 
century. Today, however, they are part of a _2_ (REVIVE) of traditional culture that Ukrainians are 
embracing in daily life. 

The wreaths are a classic decoration for Ukraine’s Ivan Kupala celebrations in early July. But these 
days the wreaths also make appearances at art and music festivals, in music videos, and as the 
crowning image of _3_ (COUNT) social media posts. 

Dyka’s versions are among the most _4_ (REMARK). She bases the designs on newly digitized 
archival images from museums, as well as archival family photos sent to her _5_ (CREATE) group of 
stylists, makeup artists, and wreath masters. 

“We use materials that we know have been used before.” The goal, she says, is to breathe new  
_6_ (VITAL) into this discovered history, “to show the traditional clothing of Ukraine through modern 
photography and remove any association with the vintage, faded colors of old photos.” And no 
professional models “posing coldly and detachedly” wear her wreaths in photos. “Women are beautiful 
regardless of _7_ (HIGH), body parameters, and age, and we show this in our photographs,” says 
Dyka. Her goal is simple: to catapult the traditions of the past into a colorful _8_ (EXPLODE) of art and 
national pride today. “There is a natural desire,” she says, “to show everyone this beauty.” 

The wreaths, along with traditional clothing such as embroidered shirts and dresses, “are getting more 
and more popular” says Daga Gregorowicz, a member of the Ukrainian-Polish band DAGADANA and 
a proud _9_ (EXHIBIT) of Dyka’s creations. “For many years we looked for our performance look – we 
come from two _10_ (NEIGHBOR) countries, Poland and Ukraine, and our music blends the 
traditional folk culture of both states.” 

Then they saw Dyka’s creations. “Fate must have planned all of this for us long ago – to promote our 
culture around the world and to tell stories of women from our homeland,” says Gregorowicz. She 
says the outfits draw people’s attention to the _11_ (RICH) of Poland and Ukraine at music festivals 
around the world. 

Dyka insists on personal fittings for her wreaths. But there is science, mysticism, and art as well: “You 
need to understand not only the _12_ (SIGNIFY) of plants,” she says, “but how they freeze, dry, and 
behave without water.” A wreath must look relaxed but also be secure so the bride can dance freely. 
And, of course, the flowers should be densely arranged, as if squeezing each other’s shoulders for 
support. 

Love and weddings aside, there is another element at play: _13_ (PATRIOT). The wreaths became 
popular after the Orange Revolution in 2004, the rise of national awareness – people fell in love with 
their roots and tradition again. Ukraine’s second uprising in 2014 further rooted the trend. 

At music festivals, many _14_ (ATTEND) wear flower crowns in their hair while drinking beer and just 
hanging out. Fowler says the shop All Our Own, in Kyiv, has designers who share space to exhibit and 
sell their wares to locals looking to buy local. “People are finding out what is Ukrainian and celebrating 
it in the consumer sphere.” And they are “using folk motifs for contemporary expression.” 

With her extraordinary wreaths, the artist Dyka is doing just that. Traditionally, wedding wreaths were 
worn only once. But with new, modern energy _15_ (THOUGHT) woven into each personalized piece, 
today’s wearers are ready to break some rules: “Married women,” says Dyka, “now love to wear 
wreaths, feeling young and beautiful.” 

(Adapted from an article in National Geographic, 6 July 2020, by Eve Conant) 
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 1. ______________________________________________ 
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 12. ______________________________________________ 
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