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A) BRALNO RAZUMEVANJE 

Task 1: Short answers 

Read the text and answer the questions in note form in the spaces below. Use 1–5 words for 
each answer. All contracted forms with the exception of can’t count as two words. There is an 
example at the beginning: Answer 0. 

Time, the shocking film about a family torn apart by the US jail industry 

Sixty years for a bank robbery? In Louisiana, that’s practically routine for a black man. Director Garrett 
Bradley explains why she told one family’s story – and kept filming during their most intimate moments. 

“This system breaks you apart. It is designed just like slavery to tear you apart. And instead of using 
the whip, they use time…” These are the words of Sibil Fox Rich, compelling subject of the new 
documentary Time. She is talking about the US prison system, of which she has some experience. In 
1997 she and her husband Robert Richardson were convicted of a bank robbery in Louisiana. She got 
13 years but was released after three and a half; in contrast, Robert was dissuaded by his lawyer from 
taking a plea deal. He got 60 years. 

Such a sentence would seem outrageously harsh elsewhere, but, for a black man in Louisiana, it is 
practically routine. “The white man keeps you there until he figures it’s time for you to get out,” says 
Rich’s mother with resignation. But Rich refused to let the system break her family apart. Instead, she 
campaigned for her husband’s release, in between raising her six sons, advocating for other families of 
the incarcerated, and building a career as a powerful public speaker and self-proclaimed “abolitionist”. 

America’s prison system, its impact on black communities, and its continuity with historic slavery, has 
come under renewed scrutiny in recent years, thanks to works such as Time. Rather than giving us 
the big picture, it gives us the personal, emotional experience, and it shows how incarceration, like 
slavery, penetrates into every aspect of life, for those on the outside as well as those behind bars. It is 
the work of an experimental artist more than a journalist. 

The title is double-edged. As much as Time is about “doing time”, it is about time itself: time passing, 
time wasted, time remaining. What really enables Time to explore these themes is the 18 years’ worth 
of home videos that Rich shot while her husband was in prison, which Bradley skilfully integrates with 
her own footage. We see Rich’s twin sons develop from a bump in her belly to college students. We 
see Rich herself grow from a regretful but spirited young woman into a resilient, complex older one – 
albeit with vulnerabilities still close to the surface. 

“I don’t go out looking for stories; I meet people. I develop relationships with them, and that’s how the 
projects come to fruition,” says Bradley. She doesn’t feel her approach is any better than the factual 
documentary one. The two can work in tandem to highlight the issues at hand. “Besides,” she adds, 
“don’t you think that emotions are facts? Facts don’t always become emotional, but I think in our 
bodies and our minds, the things that we feel become the truth.” 

Had Bradley taken a different approach, the film would never have happened. She met Rich via her 
2014 debut feature Below Dreams, a semi-documentary story about New Orleans millennials, cast via 
Craigslist. When one of her players was arrested, Bradley became close to his girlfriend, named 
Aloné. In 2017, she made a documentary short about Aloné, who was now engaged to her 
incarcerated boyfriend. That led her to Rich, who was effectively 18 years further down the same road. 
“She was maintaining her level of hope, but I think she was starting to feel kind of broken,” says 
Bradley. “Her patience had been tested on an unprecedented level.” 

Bradley then began making another short documentary about Rich, she explains. On the final night of 
shooting, when she was packing up her gear, Rich said: “Hold on one second.” Bradley recalls: “And she 
went to the other room and came back and had this small, black duffel bag that was filled with mini-DV 
tapes, and she said, ‘I haven’t watched this stuff since I shot it and I hope it’s of some use to you.’” 

“It was an emotional moment,” says Bradley. Not necessarily in the context of her film but in the trust 
Rich was placing in her, to safeguard her memories. In that sense, Time is more a collaboration 
between the two women than an orthodox documentary. “That’s the way she works,” says Bradley. 
She felt responsible when Rich handed over her home videos: “In Louisiana specifically, where 
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hurricane Katrina obliterated a lot of family history, a lot of people don’t have their past documented 
any more. And that feeds into ideas around the importance of the black archive in America. Oftentimes 
it is one of the only sources of evidence of who we are outside of an external gaze. It’s a form of 
resistance to have your own archive.” 

Fortunately, things have improved for the Rich/Richardson family. There are other grounds for hope, 
Bradley believes. One is the fact that racial injustice and America’s prison-industrial complex are now 
mainstream topics. Another, more lasting reason, is time itself. 

(Adapted from an article in The Guardian, 15 October 2020, by Steve Rose) 
 
 
Example: 
0. Who is more likely to be severely punished for their crime in Louisiana? 

 Black people. 
 
 

1. What does the author compare being imprisoned in the USA to? 

 ______________________________________________________________  
 
2. What did Robert’s not pleading guilty result in? 

 ______________________________________________________________  
 
3. Why does Rich’s mother think nothing can be done about the criminal justice system? 

 ______________________________________________________________  
 
4. Why has America’s prison system received more media attention lately? 

 ______________________________________________________________  
 
5. How does the documentary Time differ from other works on the American prison system? 

 ______________________________________________________________  
 
6. According to the text, in what way are imprisonment and slavery similar? 

 ______________________________________________________________  
 
7. In paragraph 6, how does the author support her point that “emotions are facts”? 

 ______________________________________________________________  
 
8. What made Rich’s handing over the tapes to Bradley emotional? 

 ______________________________________________________________  
 
9. Why was it unexpected that Rich still had the home videos? 

 ______________________________________________________________  
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Task 2: Gapped sentences 

Read the text and choose from the sentence parts below the one that fits each gap. Each 
sentence part can be used only once. There are two extra sentence parts which you do not 
need to use. There is an example at the beginning: Gap 0. 

The last two northern white rhinos on Earth 

The day Sudan died, everything felt both monumental and ordinary. It was a gloomy Monday: the sky 
was gray and it was raining lightly. On the horizon, the sun was struggling to make itself seen over the 
sharp double peaks of Mount Kenya. Little black-faced monkeys came skittering in over the fence  
[0] N. Metal gates creaked and clanked. Men spoke in quiet Swahili. Sudan lay still in the dirt, thick 
legs folded under him, huge head tilted like a capsizing ship. His big front horn was blunt, scarred, 
worn. His breathing was harsh and ragged. All around him, for miles in every direction, the savannah 
teemed with life: warthogs, zebras, elephants, giraffes, leopards, lions, baboons – creatures doing 
what they had been doing for eons, [1]. Until recently, Sudan had been a part of this pulse. But now 
he could hardly move. He was a giant stillness at the center of all the motion. 

Sudan was the last male northern white rhinoceros on earth – the end of an evolutionary rope that 
stretched back millions of years. Although his death was a disaster, it was not a surprise. It was the 
grim climax of a conservation crisis [2]. Every desperate measure – legal, political, scientific – had 
already been exhausted. 

Sudan was 45 years old, ancient for a rhino. His skin was creased all over. Wrinkles radiated out from 
his eyes. He was gray, the color of stone; [3]. For months now, his body had been failing. When he 
walked, his toes scraped the ground. His legs were covered with sores; one deep gash had become 
badly infected. The previous day, shortly before sunset, he collapsed for the final time. His caretakers 
fed him bananas stuffed with pain pills, 24 pills at a time, and [4]. In the last years of his life, Sudan 
had become a global celebrity, a conservation icon. He lived, like an ex-president, under the protection 
of 24/7 armed guards. Visitors traveled from everywhere to see him. Sudan was a perfect 
ambassador: he weighed more than two tons [5]. He would let people touch him and feed him snacks 
– a whole carrot, clamped in his big boxy mouth, looked like a little orange toothpick. Tourists got 
emotional, [6], a primordial giant about to slide off into the void. Many hurried back to their cars and 
cried. 

In his final moments, Sudan was surrounded by the men who loved him. His caretakers were veterans 
of the deep bush, [7]. They had experienced close encounters with lions and elephants and buffalo 
and baboons. But this was something new. We expect extinction to unfold offstage, in the mists of 
prehistory, not right in front of our faces, on a specific calendar day. And yet here it was: March 19, 
2018. The men scratched Sudan’s rough skin, said goodbye, made promises, apologized for the sins 
of humanity. Finally, the veterinarians euthanized him. For a short time, he breathed heavily. And then 
he died. 

The men cried. But there was also work to be done. Scientists extracted what little sperm Sudan had 
left, [8]. Right there in his pen, a team removed Sudan’s skin in big sheets. The caretakers boiled his 
bones in a vat. They were preparing a gift for the distant future: someday, Sudan would be 
reassembled in a museum, like a dodo or a great auk or a Tyrannosaurus rex, and children would 
learn that once there had been a thing called a northern white rhinoceros. Living creatures would look 
at the dead one and try to imagine it alive. But they wouldn’t be able to, not really. We can never 
reconstruct all the odd little moments [9]. 

Although Sudan was the last male, he was not, actually, the last of his kind. He still had two living 
descendants, both female: Najin, a daughter, and Fatu, a granddaughter. As Sudan declined, [10]. 
They were still out there, doing the things their ancestors had always done: eating grass, wallowing in 
mud holes, taking naps in the shade of trees. But now everything was different. They lumbered around 
in a world between life and death, both here and not-here. Every mouthful of grass they ate was one 
mouthful closer to the last that would ever be eaten. 

They would live out their days in a strange existential twilight – a state of limbo that scientists call, with 
heartbreaking dryness, “functional extinction.” Their subspecies was no longer viable. Two females, all 
by themselves, [11]. 
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Sudan’s death inspired a media frenzy. A photo of him being caressed by one of his caretakers went 
viral, collecting millions of likes on social media. The rhino area was overrun. And then, inevitably, the 
world’s attention moved on. 

(Adapted from an article in The New York Times, 14 January 2021, by Sam Anderson) 
 
 
 
 
A packed it in a cooler and rushed it off to a lab 

B veterinarians packed his wounds with medical clay 

C because they knew they were laying hands on a singular creature 

D he looked like a boulder that breathed 

E who were not, on any level, strangers to death 

F would not be able to save it 

G that make a creature a creature, that make life life 

H making conservation basically impossible  

I hunting and feeding and scavenging, breathing and going and being 

J these two stood grazing in a nearby field 

K that had been accelerating, for many decades, toward precisely this moment 

L that it might produce a miracle 

M but had the personality of a golden retriever 

N to try to steal the morning carrots 

 
 
 
 

0. 

N 
 
 

 

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 9. 10. 11. 

           
 

 
  

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/03/20/science/rhino-sudan-extinct.html
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/animals/2019/09/life-changing-lessons-of-the-last-male-northern-white-rhino/
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B) POZNAVANJE IN RABA JEZIKA 

Task 1: Gap fill 

Read the text below and write the missing words in the spaces provided. There is one word 
missing in each gap. All contracted forms with the exception of can’t count as two words. 
There is an example at the beginning: Gap 0. 

End of the Avocado: Why Chefs Are Ditching the Unsustainable Fruit 

Give peas a chance – as well _0_ pistachios, fava beans, and pumpkin seed paste. These are just 
some of the ingredients being used to replace one of the world’s most popular fruits. 

On the one hand, they are deliciously creamy, versatile and gloriously Instagrammable. On the other, 
they have an enormous carbon footprint for a fruit, require _1_ to 320 litres of water each to grow and 
“are in such global demand they are becoming unaffordable for people indigenous to the areas they 
are grown in”, according to Thomasina Miers, the co-founder of the Mexican restaurant chain Wahaca. 

For some time, the chef _2_ struggled to balance the devastating environmental impact of avocado 
production with her customers’ appetite for guacamole. Now, she thinks she has found the answer:  
a vibrant, green guacamole-inspired dip, made from fava beans, green chilli, lime and coriander. 

The dip called Wahacamole debuted in October 2021, but Wahaca is not the first restaurant to remove 
or reduce _3_ reliance on avocado. For instance, the Irish restaurateur JP McMahon has developed a 
guacamole alternative made using Jerusalem artichokes. However, this trend is not confined _4_ the 
restaurant industry only. In October 2021, the TikTok star Calum Harris garnered 371,000 likes on his 
recipe for “guacamole” made with frozen peas, while, on Instagram, the hashtag #noavocado has 
3,220 posts and counting. 

“A few years ago, I was quite well known for my use of avocados so I dedicated a whole Instagram 
account (@avodaily) to my love for _5_,” says the vegan cookery writer Bettina Bordi. She decided to 
cut back when she moved to the UK, having previously lived in Spain, _6_ she could source avocados 
locally. 

Wahaca’s decision to offer an alternative _7_ guacamole is perhaps the clearest indication to date that 
“parts of the food industry are beginning to wake up to the enormity of the issues we face as a result of 
intensive farming,” says Tim Lang, a professor of food policy. Avocados have become a “global 
commodity crop”, he says, the perfect example of _8_ happens when an exotic food becomes 
normalised without considering the consequences, such as deforestation, loss of biodiversity, and 
water shortages. 

But avocados are challenging to replace – and so _9_ their derivatives, avocado oil and avocado 
butter. Plus, for many fans of the fruit, a dip made from beans, nuts, seeds or vegetables is no more a 
replacement for guacamole _10_ smashed broad beans on toast is a substitute for smashed avocado. 

“The fact that we can grow fava beans in the UK using regenerative farming methods _11_ fix both 
nitrogen and carbon into our soil is an added bonus,” Miers says. While guacamole swaps may _12_ 
exactly replicate the taste of avocado, the feedback has been good at Wahaca. “We’ve been giving 
people Wahacamole to try for free when they come in _13_ dine with us – and on the whole they 
seem genuinely interested in giving it a go.” 

Chef Lastra adds: “We were looking not to recreate, _14_ to produce a similar sensorial experience. 
What does an avocado mean in terms of sight, texture, aroma and flavour?” His blend of pistachios, 
pine oil, cucumber juice and fermented gooseberries may not fool an avocado connoisseur, but Lastra 
tells me most people “can’t actually tell the difference … they really enjoy it”. It has all the creaminess, 
tang and colour of traditional guacamole, he says – and it doesn’t look bad on Instagram _15_. 

(Adapted from an article in The Guardian, 1 November 2021, by Clare Finney) 
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Example: 

0.   as 
 
 

 1. ______________________________________________ 

 2. ______________________________________________ 

 3. ______________________________________________ 

 4. ______________________________________________ 

 5. ______________________________________________ 

 6. ______________________________________________ 

 7. ______________________________________________ 

 8. ______________________________________________ 

 9. ______________________________________________ 

 10. ______________________________________________ 

 11. ______________________________________________ 

 12. ______________________________________________ 

 13. ______________________________________________ 

 14. ______________________________________________ 

 15. ______________________________________________ 

 
  



V 
siv

o 
po

lje
 n

e p
iši

te
.   

V 
siv

o 
po

lje
 n

e p
iši

te
.   

V 
siv

o 
po

lje
 n

e p
iši

te
.   

V 
siv

o 
po

lje
 n

e p
iši

te
.   

V 
siv

o 
po

lje
 n

e p
iši

te
.   

V 
siv

o 
po

lje
 n

e p
iši

te
.   

V 
siv

o 
po

lje
 n

e p
iši

te
.8/12 *M2522412108*

Task 2: Gap fill (verbs) 

Read the text below and write the correct form of the verbs in brackets in the spaces provided. 
There is an example at the beginning: Gap 0. 

Wind of Change in British Boarding Schools 

While sending children away to school used _0_ (TAKE) for granted, things have changed to a 
considerable extent. 

 
Benenden, the last remaining girls’ boarding school, _1_ (INTRODUCE) day pupils as they 
acknowledge that “family life has evolved”. It charges £39,372 a year for boarders. Now it has opened 
its doors to day pupils from September for the first time since it _2_ (OPEN) a century ago. Anne 
Wakefield, the school’s deputy head who oversees boarding and pastoral care, said that while 
demand for boarding remained strong, it “does not suit all families”. She added that the school  
_3_ (DECIDE) to move with the times. 

It is the last all girls’ sole boarding school in the UK, and its decision to offer places to day pupils 
follows similar moves in recent years by many of its rivals. Of the 1,374 private schools in the UK, 474 
have a boarding element, _4_ (MEAN) they have at least one boarding pupil. But of these, just 13 are 
exclusively for boarders. Stephen Spriggs, managing director at William Clarence Education, which 
assists some of the country’s leading public schools with recruitment, said that while it _5_ (BE) still 
popular with overseas students, boarding had largely fallen out of favour with British families. 

Mr Spriggs told The Daily Telegraph: “On the whole, the trend _6_ (GO) away from boarding for the 
domestic market. British middle-class families traditionally, up to a generation ago, _7_ (ENROL) their 
children in boarding schools. But now the fees are extremely high and have been priced out. While it 
used to be the “done thing” to send children away to school, this is no longer the case. Lately, there 
has also been a change in taste as parents want their children to be at home rather than _8_ (SEND) 
them away.” 

There has been a trend for boarding schools to be obliged _9_ (OFFER) a day component. In recent 
years, there has been a rise in the number of schools offering “flexi-boarding”, where pupils stay at 
their school over night from time to time. The numbers of weekly and flexi-boarders _10_ (HUGELY / 
INCREASE) in the past four years. Now, these students_11_ (MAKE UP) a fifth of all boarders. If that 
had been an option in the past, parents _12_ (WELCOME) it, with their children staying late at school 
for extra-curricular activities. 

Benenden, which _13_ (FOUND) in 1923, is based at a Victorian mansion. It educates 550 girls aged 
11 to 18, charging day pupils £29,550 per year. The school _14_ (COUNT) Princess Anne, the actress 
Rachel Weisz, and the former director of MI5, Lady Manningham-Buller, among its alumnae. 

The headmistress at Benenden said: “We know from families _15_ (LIVE) locally that there is a strong 
demand for girls to join us as day boarders and we are delighted to be able to welcome some of these 
girls to Benenden for the first time next year. In many ways this is a historic moment for Benenden – 
and a very exciting one for the school.” 

(Adapted from an article in The Telegraph, 6 June 2020, by Camilla Turner) 
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Example: 

0.   to be taken 
 
 

 1. ______________________________________________ 

 2. ______________________________________________ 

 3. ______________________________________________ 

 4. ______________________________________________ 

 5. ______________________________________________ 

 6. ______________________________________________ 

 7. ______________________________________________ 

 8. ______________________________________________ 

 9. ______________________________________________ 

 10. ______________________________________________ 

 11. ______________________________________________ 

 12. ______________________________________________ 

 13. ______________________________________________ 

 14. ______________________________________________ 

 15. ______________________________________________ 
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Prazna stran 
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