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A) BRALNO RAZUMEVANJE 

Task 1: Sentence completion 

Read the text and complete the sentences below. Use 1–5 words in each gap. All contracted 
forms with the exception of can’t count as two words. There is an example at the beginning: 
Sentence 0. 

The Story of an Hour 

Knowing that Mrs. Mallard was afflicted with a heart trouble, great care was taken to break to her as 
gently as possible the news of her husband’s death. 
It was her sister Josephine who told her, in broken sentences; veiled hints that revealed in a half-
concealing way. Her husband’s friend Richards was there, too, near her. It was he who had been in 
the newspaper office when intelligence of the railroad disaster was received, with Brently Mallard’s 
name leading the list of “killed.” He had only taken the time to assure himself of its truth by a second 
telegram, and had hastened to forestall any less careful, less tender friend in bearing the sad 
message. 
She did not hear the story as many women have heard the same, with a paralyzed inability to accept 
its significance. She wept at once, with sudden, wild abandonment, in her sister’s arms. When the 
storm of grief had spent itself she went away to her room alone. She would have no one follow her. 
There stood, facing the open window, a comfortable, roomy armchair. Into this she sank, pressed 
down by a physical exhaustion that haunted her body and seemed to reach into her soul. She could 
see in the open square before her house the tops of trees that were all aquiver with the new spring 
life. The delicious breath of rain was in the air. There were patches of blue sky showing here and there 
through the clouds that had met and piled one above the other in the west facing her window. 
She sat with her head thrown back upon the cushion of the chair, quite motionless, except when a sob 
came up into her throat and shook her, as a child who has cried itself to sleep continues to sob in its 
dreams. 
She was young, with a fair, calm face, whose lines bespoke repression and even a certain strength. 
But now there was a dull stare in her eyes, whose gaze was fixed away off yonder on one of those 
patches of blue sky. It was not a glance of reflection, but rather indicated a suspension of intelligent 
thought. 
There was something coming to her and she was waiting for it, fearfully. What was it? She did not 
know; it was too subtle and elusive to name. But she felt it, creeping out of the sky, reaching toward 
her through the sounds, the scents, the color that filled the air. 
Now her bosom rose and fell tumultuously. She was beginning to recognize this thing that was 
approaching to possess her, and she was striving to beat it back with her will – as powerless as her 
two white slender hands would have been. When she abandoned herself a little whispered word 
escaped her slightly parted lips. She said it over and over under her breath: “free, free, free!” The 
vacant stare and the look of terror that had followed it went from her eyes. They stayed keen and 
bright. Her pulses beat fast, and the coursing blood warmed and relaxed every inch of her body. 
She did not stop to ask if it were or were not a monstrous joy that held her. A clear and exalted 
perception enabled her to dismiss the suggestion as trivial. She knew that she would weep again 
when she saw the kind, tender hands folded in death; the face that had never looked save with love 
upon her, fixed and gray and dead. But she saw beyond that bitter moment a long procession of years 
to come that would belong to her absolutely. And she opened and spread her arms out to them in 
welcome. 
There would be no one to live for during those coming years; she would live for herself. There would 
be no powerful will bending hers in that blind persistence with which men and women believe they 
have a right to impose a private will upon a fellow-creature. A kind intention or a cruel intention made 
the act seem no less a crime as she looked upon it in that brief moment of illumination. 
And yet she had loved him – sometimes. Often she had not. What did it matter! What could love, the 
unsolved mystery, count for in the face of this possession of self-assertion which she suddenly 
recognized as the strongest impulse of her being! 
“Free! Body and soul free!” she kept whispering. 
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Josephine was kneeling before the closed door with her lips to the keyhole, imploring for admission. 
“Louise, open the door! I beg; open the door – you will make yourself ill. What are you doing, Louise? 
For heaven’s sake, open the door.” 
“Go away. I am not making myself ill.” No; she was drinking in a very elixir of life through that open 
window. 
Her fancy was running riot along those days ahead of her. Spring days, and summer days, and all 
sorts of days that would be her own. She breathed a quick prayer that life might be long. It was only 
yesterday she had thought with a shudder that life might be long. 
She arose at length and opened the door to her sister’s importunities. There was a feverish triumph in 
her eyes, and she carried herself unwittingly like a goddess of Victory. She clasped her sister’s waist, 
and together they descended the stairs. Richards stood waiting for them at the bottom. 
Someone was opening the front door with a latchkey. It was Brently Mallard who entered, a little 
travel-stained, composedly carrying his grip-sack and umbrella. He had been far from the scene of the 
accident, and did not even know there had been one. He stood amazed at Josephine’s piercing cry; at 
Richards’ quick motion to screen him from the view of his wife. 
When the doctors came they said she had died of heart disease – of the joy that kills. 

(Adapted from “The Story of an Hour” by Kate Chopin) 
 
Example: 
It was quite risky to tell Mrs Mallard the news because [0]  of her heart trouble. 

 
 

Mrs. Mallard was told the news about her husband’s sudden death in a(n) [1] _____________________ 

_________________ way. 

Mr. Richards [2] ________________________________________ in order to prevent someone else from  
breaking the news to Mrs. Mallard. 

After hearing the news, Mrs. Mallard was [3] _________________________________ to accept the 
meaning of it. 

When in her room, Mrs. Mallard felt [4] ___________________________________ as the consequence  
of hearing the news. 

At first, Mrs. Mallard was frightened by an idea emerging in her thoughts, but gradually, she was 

overcome by [5] ___________________________________. 

At the same time, Mrs. Mallard knew she would [6] _________________________________ her husband. 

Mrs. Mallard realized that in the future she would be able to act according to [7] ____________________ 

______________ and that love was less important to her than [8] _________________________________. 

In contrast to her previous attitude, Mrs. Mallard now wished [9] _________________________________. 

When Mrs. Mallard finally opened the door of her room, she looked [10] __________________________ 

____________________. 

Mrs. Mallard’s heart failure was caused by [11] ___________________________________ when she saw 
her husband alive. 
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Task 2: Gapped text 

Read the text and choose from the sentences below the one that fits each gap. Each sentence 
can be used only once. There are two extra sentences which you do not need to use. There is 
an example at the beginning: Gap 0. 

1 billion TikTok users understand what Congress doesn’t 

Many people think of TikTok as a dance app. Although it is an app full of dancing, it’s also a 
juggernaut experiencing astronomical growth. In July 2021, TikTok, a short-form video-sharing app, 
owned by the Chinese company ByteDance, became the only social-media mobile app other than 
those from Facebook to ever pass 3 billion downloads. [0] It was, by some counts, the most 
downloaded app in 2020 and remained so into 2021. Not bad for an app launched only in 2016! 

Of the social-media platforms around today, TikTok is the likeliest to represent the future. [1] 
Therefore, you’re more likely to find it in the lifestyle, culture, or even food section than on the front 
page. It’s not that social-media platforms aren’t newsworthy – Facebook consistently dominates 
headlines. But TikTok is all too often regarded as an unserious thing to write or read about. This is a 
mistake, and it’s one that Congress is making as well. Recent Senate hearings – convened under the 
banner of “Protecting Kids Online” – focused on a whistleblower’s revelations regarding what 
Facebook itself knows about how its products harm teen users’ mental health. That’s an important 
question to ask. But if there’s going to be a reckoning around social media’s role in society, and in 
particular its effects on teens, shouldn’t lawmakers also talk about the platforms teens actually use? 
The Wall Street Journal’s “Facebook Files” reports, after all, also showed that Facebook itself is 
petrified of young people abandoning its platforms. [2] 
So TikTok is not a passing fad or a tiny start-up in the social-media space. It’s a cultural powerhouse, 
creating superstars out of unknown artists overnight. It’s a career plan for young influencers and a 
portable shopping mall full of products and brands. [3] In June 2020, TikTok teens allegedly pranked 
then-President Donald Trump’s reelection campaign by overbooking tickets to a rally in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, and then never showing. 
That humiliation seemed to be one reason Trump threatened to ban the app in August 2020. This 
briefly put TikTok in the spotlight. [4] Its ties to China sparked fears that it might be forced to share 
data with the Chinese government or that the Communist Party could influence its content-moderation 
practices. What unfolded was a saga made for prime time, involving twists and turns, distraught teens, 
threats of retaliation from China, the departure of the company’s chief executive, and, bizarrely, the 
floating of Microsoft and Walmart as possible buyers for the app at some point. But then the whole 
thing just petered out. As a Verge headline quipped in November 2020: TikTok Says the Trump 
Administration Has Forgotten About Trying to Ban It, Would Like to Know What’s Up. When Trump 
forgot about TikTok, so, it seems, did the rest of us. [5] Can you even name him? 

But TikTok is still the same app it was in 2020, when people were worked up about the supposed 
threat it posed to national security. Only bigger. This networking service has grown into a mega-
platform full of user-generated content. Wherever users post anything that can get millions of views, 
how the platform decides what it will and won’t allow is worth asking questions about. 

In September, The Journal reported that TikTok also pushes minors toward posts encouraging eating 
disorders and other harmful content. In 2020, many users were shown a graphic suicide video that 
went viral. The platform is not immune to harmful content, misinformation and conspiracy theories. 
Researchers find them on TikTok, just as they do everywhere else on the internet. [6] The platform’s 
content moderation is opaque, but there are plenty of reasons to be concerned. It has suppressed 
posts of users deemed ugly, poor, or disabled; removed videos on topics that are politically sensitive 
in China; and automatically added beauty filters to users’ videos. The “devious licks” challenge, which 
prompted kids to remove soap dispensers in schools, might sound comical, but school administrators 
aren’t laughing. [7] 
The Facebook hearings suggest that potential dangers to children have created a level of bipartisan 
focus from lawmakers that has been missing until now. But by putting all their focus on one company, 
lawmakers have shown that how Facebook works isn’t the only thing Congress doesn’t understand 
about the online ecosystem. 
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How TikTok manages to skirt the limelight is as mysterious as its recommendation algorithm. Maybe 
Facebook has a corporate culture and organizational structure that make it uniquely worrisome. [8] It 
may get less attention precisely because its content moderation is less transparent; it’s hard to write 
and complain about decisions you’re unaware of. TikTok’s success in branding itself as unserious – it 
just wants to “bring joy” rather than “connect people” – helps deflect serious criticism. This is not a 
great reason for ignoring such a rapidly growing app when thinking about the effects of social media. 

TikTok is not the only platform that tries to avoid scrutiny by quietly backing into a hedge while 
Facebook takes the heat. [9] But TikTok has the dubious privilege of being one of the few platforms 
that, according to polls, people dislike and distrust even more than Facebook. Maybe reports of 
Facebook’s imminent death are greatly exaggerated, but reports of TikTok’s rise certainly aren’t. If 
lawmakers want to address the problems that social-media platforms cause for young people, they 
should care about the platforms young people care about. 

(Adapted from an article in The Atlantic, 10 October 2021, by Evelyn Douek) 
 
 
A To these users, the network that once triumphed over all others just isn’t cool and it seems this 

trend isn’t likely to stop. 

B It’s where many young people get their news and discuss politics and sometimes they get rowdy. 

C For a few months, serious debate raged about whether the app was a national-security threat. 

D Or perhaps politicians forget about TikTok because they don’t use it much themselves (yet). 

E The app claims it takes down plenty of these posts, but how it decides which ones is unclear. 

F YouTube, with its 122 million daily users, is the undisputed master of this strategy. 

G Like in other apps, security researchers have found bugs inside TikTok, which were later patched. 

H This is due to the fact that its user base is mostly young people. 

I As lawmakers appear to be getting at Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg again, TikTok’s CEO has 
never appeared. 

J Neither are those students who have already faced charges for the “slap a teacher” dare, which 
TikTok claims is not its fault. 

K After Donald Trump proposed to ban TikTok in 2020, security researchers have expressed their 
concern about limitations of freedom. 

L At the end of last month, it announced it had more than 1 billion monthly users. 

 
 
 
 

0. 

L 
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Illustration from Bambi by Alenka 
Sottler 

B) POZNAVANJE IN RABA JEZIKA 

Task 1: Gap fill 

Read the text below and write the missing words in the spaces provided. There is one word 
missing in each gap. All contracted forms with the exception of can’t count as two words. 
There is an example at the beginning: Gap 0. 

The dark story behind Bambi, the book Hitler banned 

The extent of Walt Disney’s grasp of the natural world remains 
unclear. After _0_ Austrian author Felix Salten sold the rights to 
his 1923 bestseller Bambi for a paltry $1,000, Walt is reputed 
_1_ have suggested myriad unhelpful plot additions to the 
simple story. ‘Suppose we have Bambi step on an ant hill,’ he 
offered at one script meeting, ‘and then cut away to see all the 
damage he’s done to the ant civilisation?’ 
His writers knew better. The resulting 1942 forest fantasia, _2_ 
leaps in swooning bounds from one extravagantly coloured and 
orchestrated natural history lesson to another, was nominated 
for three Oscars, and had grossed $102 million _3_ 2005. 
The original author did _4_ well out of his gambolling creation. Salten never saw a penny of the 
Disney movie’s global success and died alone, forgotten, in exile. He had fled to neutral Switzerland 
from his homeland of Austria because, as it may surprise some _5_ learn, Bambi was on a list of 
books banned by the Nazis in 1935. For, as this elegant, uncompromising new translation by the 
American academic Jack Zipes (with suitably shadowy illustrations by the Slovenian artist Alenka 
Sottler) makes clear, it is not really a children’s book at _6_. 
Salten’s basic plot, the bittersweet Bildungsroman of a young deer, will be familiar to fans of the 
movie. Bambi develops from naive fawn to grand old prince of the woods, coming _7_ age through the 
rites of love and loss, teaching himself, and us, about the ever-changing natural world as he does. 
The eponymous deer is not the only character Disney fans may recognise either. _8_ are also Faline 
(the skittish object of his affections), a harrumphing screech owl to dispense aged wisdom, and plenty 
of romping squirrels. But if you were one of many children traumatised by an unseen hunter shooting 
Bambi’s mother in the Disney film, consider this your trigger warning: _9_ follows is far bleaker. 
By the book’s end, the woods have turned very dark indeed. Not only _10_ Bambi lose his mother, but 
nearly every single animal endures brutal suffering or a bloody end. This is a tale of everyday country 
creatures who live in terror. 
Perhaps the cruellest sequence concerns Bambi’s young deer chum Gobo, who is shot, wounded, 
taken in by a human, nursed and fed, then released back to the forest with a heartening message. The 
human, known throughout only as ‘He’, is _11_ to be feared after all. ‘If somebody serves Him, He’s 
good to him. Wonderfully good!’ Not long _12_ dispensing this happy news Gobo is shot again, this 
time fatally, by another hunter. 
By the time a hound on the trail of a trapped fox is surrounded by a mob of baying forest creatures 
denouncing him _13_ ‘Traitor’ and ‘Henchman’, we are straying into Animal Farm territory, and the 
real target of this fable becomes clear. 
Salten was both a hunter and a passionate advocate for animal rights. And he was also a Jew, living 
for a time in occupied Austria. As Zipes states in his introduction, Salten believed that only when 
people truly understood how the animals suffered persecution from hunting in the forest could they 
create peace among themselves. 
Bambi, both book and film, are no advert for blood sports. But Salten’s allegory derives _14_ real 
power from the experience of anti-Semitic alienation, persecution and genocidal slaughter played out 
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in a grimly ironic woodland paradise. The animals try to be good, to be kind, to survive; yet every path 
taken (escape, assimilation or concealment) leaves them only _15_ exposed to ruthless cruelty. 

(Adapted from an article in The Spectator, 22 January 2022, by Piers Torday) 
 
 
Example: 

0.   the 
 
 

 1. ______________________________________________ 

 2. ______________________________________________ 

 3. ______________________________________________ 

 4. ______________________________________________ 

 5. ______________________________________________ 

 6. ______________________________________________ 

 7. ______________________________________________ 

 8. ______________________________________________ 

 9. ______________________________________________ 

 10. ______________________________________________ 

 11. ______________________________________________ 

 12. ______________________________________________ 

 13. ______________________________________________ 

 14. ______________________________________________ 

 15. ______________________________________________ 
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Task 2: Gap fill (word formation) 

Read the text below and change the words in brackets so that they fit in the gaps. Write your 
answers in the spaces provided. There is an example at the beginning: Gap 0. 

New Zealand is no ‘off-grid’ safe haven from the apocalypse 

New Zealand has become the prime destination for the world’s _0_ (WEALTH) elite. Their relocation 
could be to do with the country’s famous scenery and quality of life but it could also be that the 
pandemic has renewed people’s interest in New Zealand as _1_ (SUPPOSE) the best place in the 
world to survive global societal collapse. 

It’s true, as a recent study observes, that New Zealand is a set of isolated islands with _2_ (NEW) 
energy resources and a temperate climate. However, there is also a long history of New Zealand 
being seen as a blank slate or empty land, open for the taking. That false image served to _3_ (JUST) 
colonial settlement in the past. It’s now being used again to prepare the ground for further settlement 
by the super-wealthy. 

Prior to European colonisation, Māori had been living in the country for at least 800 years. In 1839, the 
colonial office instructed the first British _4_ (GOVERN) of New Zealand, William Hobson, to establish 
a system to secure “unsettled lands”. The next year Hobson claimed sovereignty over the North Island 
on the basis of a treaty, the Treaty of Waitangi. But he claimed sovereignty over the South Island on 
the basis of terra nullius, a Latin term meaning “nobody’s land”. The South Island was far from empty, 
and had been long occupied by Māori. 

In the early 1870s, British writer Samuel Butler wrote the novel Erewhon, based in part on his years 
working in New Zealand. In the first chapter, “Waste Lands”, Butler describes the colony as “previously 
_5_ (INHABIT)”. 

This was a _6_ (PERSIST) idea. In 1877, a New Zealand court ruled that the Treaty of Waitangi itself 
had no legal force, because all of New Zealand was legally empty prior to European arrival. It claimed 
Indigenous peoples had no “settled system of law” at the time of the _7_ (FOUND) of the colony. The 
decision was overruled by New Zealand courts, and there is widespread evidence of longstanding 
legal traditions developed in Māori communities prior to European colonisation. 

Together these colonial ideas formed part of a “doctrine of discovery”, which applied across settler-
colonial states like Canada and the United States of America. This legal framework claimed that 
colonisers could lay claim to land because they allegedly discovered it. As Tina Ngata and Jacinta 
Ruru and others have pointed out, that doctrine is not a bygone _8_ (HISTORY) relic – it still 
influences thinking today. 

This doctrine of discovery has shaped not just New Zealand but also the entire Pacific region, 
including Australia. It has shaped the actions of France, which carried out nuclear weapon testing on 
and around Pacific islands from the 1960s to the 1990s. France has compensated 63 of the 110,000 
people contaminated by nuclear testing in Mā’ohi Nui, islands still controlled by France, despite 
renewed calls this year for reparations and _9_ (DEPEND). 

The super-wealthy may also be attracted by the prospect of being an “_10_ (ECONOMY) nobody” in 
the country. New Zealand’s laws insulate wealth from scrutiny and redistribution. There is no public 
register of trusts in New Zealand, which are extensively used to shelter wealth and property. New 
Zealand has no taxes on capital gains or _11_ (INHERIT), and it doesn’t tax existing wealth or 
financial transactions. There is little public scrutiny of company _12_ (OWN) of property. 

New Zealand governments have taken steps in recent years to enhance financial  
_13_ (TRANSPARENT). In 2009, the government decided to _14_ (TIGHT) anti-money laundering 
laws, whereas in 2018 they banned possession of property by non-residents. 

But New Zealand laws still cover the tracks of the wealthy. So it’s understandable that the super-rich – 
encouraged by the New Zealand government’s border exemptions for investors – would identify the 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/newzealand
http://www.treatyofwaitangi.net.nz/LordNormanbysBrief.html
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/politics/treaty/the-treaty-in-brief
https://thespinoff.co.nz/atea/06-02-2021/ranginui-walker-te-tiriti-and-the-abyss-of-meaning/
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/the-chief-justice-declares-that-the-treaty-of-waitangi-is-worthless-and-a-simple-nullity
https://www.ubcpress.ca/asset/13376/1/9780774831680_Excerpt.pdf
https://asiapacificreport.nz/2021/07/03/maohi-nuis-search-for-justice-the-french-reset-button-still-to-be-reset/
https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/national/446151/border-exemptions-visas-approved-for-14-wealthy-investors
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country as a prime destination to avoid attention and _15_ (ACCOUNTABLE). One crypto investor 
even said last year he chose New Zealand after doing “billionaire hunting” to “figure out where all the 
other Silicon Valley people would be”. 

New Zealand isn’t a blank slate, empty land, or “off grid” – and never has been. 
(Adapted from an article in The Guardian, 23 September 2021, by Max Harris) 

 
Example: 

0.   wealthy 
 
 

 1. ______________________________________________ 

 2. ______________________________________________ 

 3. ______________________________________________ 

 4. ______________________________________________ 

 5. ______________________________________________ 

 6. ______________________________________________ 

 7. ______________________________________________ 

 8. ______________________________________________ 

 9. ______________________________________________ 

 10. ______________________________________________ 

 11. ______________________________________________ 

 12. ______________________________________________ 

 13. ______________________________________________ 

 14. ______________________________________________ 

 15. ______________________________________________ 

 

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-04-19/-we-needed-to-go-rich-americans-activate-pandemic-escape-plans
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