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1. naloga: Povezovanje 

Preberite besedilo in rešite nalogo. 
 

Why is reading important? 
by Glenn Davis 

0 Reading is a vital skill in finding a good job. Many well-paying jobs require reading as a part of 
job performance. There are reports and memos which must be read and responded to. Poor 
reading skills increase the amount of time it takes to absorb and react in the workplace. A 
person is limited in what they can accomplish without good reading and comprehension skills. 

1 Reading is fundamental to functioning in today’s society. There are many adults who cannot 
read well enough to understand the instructions on a medicine bottle. That is a scary thought – 
especially for their children. Filling out applications becomes impossible without help. Reading 
road or warning signs is difficult. Even following a map becomes a chore. Day-to-day activities 
that many people take for granted become a source of frustration, anger and fear. 

2 Reading is important because it develops the mind. The mind is a muscle. It needs exercise. 
Understanding the written word is one way the mind grows in its ability. Teaching young 
children to read helps them develop their language skills. It also helps them learn to listen. 
Everybody wants to talk, but few can really listen. Lack of listening skills can result in major 
misunderstandings which can lead to job loss, marriage breakup, and other disasters – small 
and great. Reading helps children focus on what someone else is communicating. 

3 Why is reading important? It is how we discover new things. Books, magazines and even the 
Internet are great learning tools which require the ability to read and understand what is read. 
A person who knows how to read can educate themselves in any area of life they are 
interested in. We live in an age where there is information overflow, but reading is the main 
way to take advantage of it. 

4 Reading develops the creative side of people. When reading to children, stop every once in a 
while, and ask them what they think is going to happen next. Get them thinking about the story. 
When it is finished, ask if they could think of a better ending or anything that would have 
improved it. If they really liked the story, encourage them to illustrate it with their own drawings 
or to make up a different story with the same characters. Get the creative juices flowing! 

5 Good reading skills, especially in a phonics reading program, improve spelling. As students 
learn to sound out letters and words, spelling becomes easier. Also, reading helps to expand 
the vocabulary. Reading new words puts them in their mind for later use. Seeing how words 
are used in different contexts can give a better understanding of the word usage and its 
definitions rather than just the cold facts of a dictionary. 

6 The fact of the power of written ideas communicated through reading is a foundational reason 
why some governments oppose free and honest communication. Illiterate people are easier to 
control and manipulate. They cannot do their own research and thinking. They must rely on 
what they are told and how their emotions are swayed. There is a good possibility that this is 
one of the main reasons phonics was removed from the schools about 100 years ago. 

7 Finally, why is reading important? Reading is important because words – spoken and written – 
are the building blocks of life. You are, right now, the result of words that you have heard or 
read and believed about yourself. What you become in the future will depend on the words you 
believe about yourself now. People, families, relationships, and even nations are built from 
words. Think about it. 

(Prirejeno po: www.learn-to-read-prince-george.com. Pridobljeno: 4. 11. 2022.)  

https://www.learn-to-read-prince-george.com/retraining-the-brain.html
https://www.learn-to-read-prince-george.com/why-is-reading-important.html
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Povežite naslove (A–J) z vsebino posameznih odstavkov (1–7) besedila Why is reading 
important? Črko odgovora zapišite na ustrezno oštevilčeno črtico. Dve možnosti sta odveč. 
 
 
Example: 

0.    G  

 
 

1. _____ A The key to empowerment and threat to oppression 

B The power of words in shaping our identity and world 

C The gateway to discovering the world and empowering the self 

D Illiteracy threatening functionality in today’s society 

E The fuel for adults’ imagination  

F The pathway to improved language proficiency 

G The key to unlocking better job opportunities and performance 

H The mind’s gymnastics – essential for mental development and 
communication 

 I Nurturing young minds to think and imagine 

J The importance of reading and researching in the battle of ideas 

2. _____ 

3. _____ 

4. _____ 

5. _____ 

6. _____ 

7. _____ 
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2. naloga: Dopolnjevanje  

Preberite besedilo in rešite nalogo.  
 

Woman sues Choppies 
Mashudu Netsianda, Senior Court Reporter 

A woman who tripped after stepping on a slippery floor while shopping at a local Choppies 
Supermarket has taken the shop owners to court demanding $3.5 million __0__ for pain, suffering and 
medical expenses. 

Ms Gladys Nhira slipped while shopping at Choppies Supermarket in Bulawayo suburb 
(Zimbabwe). She suffered serious injuries __8__ and had to seek medical attention. 

Ms Nhira, through her lawyers, Liberty Mcijo and Associates, has submitted a demand at the 
Bulawayo High Court citing Choppies Supermarket as the defendant. 

In papers presented __9__, Ms Nhira said she suffered permanent disability resulting in her 
employer terminating her contract on medical grounds. 

“Sometime in February 2019, plaintiff slipped on the oily and slippery floor in the shop __10__ in 
Bulawayo resulting in her falling down while she was shopping. As a result of the fall, she suffered 
serious injuries on her wrist and shoulder,” said Ms Nhira’s lawyers. 

The lawyers said due to the severity of the injuries, Ms Nhira took long to return to work and was 
later relieved of her duties on medical grounds. 

__11__, it was established that Ms Nhira suffered serious injuries both internal and external with 
the potential to permanent impairment. 

“She suffered a broken wrist and shoulder injury and further diagnosis of the wrist revealed that the 
problem would last __12__. Plaintiff is experiencing wrist and shoulder pains as the weather changes,” 
said the lawyers. 

Ms Nhira accuses Choppies Supermarket __13__, arguing that they failed to observe the safety 
standards in their supermarket. 

“As a direct consequence of the injuries the plaintiff, who has been employed for 11 years as a 
tailor __14__ by Pension Knitwear, had her employment contract terminated,” said her lawyers. 

Ms Nhira wants an order directing Choppies Supermarket to pay her $3.5 million for damages 
__15__, loss of employment and medical expenses, including futures ones. 

She said __16__, Choppies Supermarket has refused, failed or neglected to pay the damages. 

Choppies Supermarket has yet to respond. 

(Prirejeno po: https://www.chronicle.co. Pridobljeno: 9. 9. 2020.) 
 
  

https://www.chronicle.co.zw/woman-sues-choppies/
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Dele povedi (A–L) razporedite na ustrezna mesta (8–16) v besedilu Woman sues Choppies. 
Črko odgovora zapišite na ustrezno oštevilčeno črtico. Dve možnosti sta odveč. 
 
 
Example: 

0.    F  

 
 

8. _____ A before the court  

B despite the demand 

C for an unforeseeable future  

D for pain and suffering 

E for the defendant 

F in damages 

G of negligence 

H of the defendant 

I on a permanent basis 

J on her wrist and shoulder  

K on the floor 

L upon further medical examination 

9. _____ 

10. _____ 

11. _____ 

12. _____ 

13. _____ 

14. _____ 

15. _____ 

16. _____ 
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3. naloga: Kratki odgovori / Izbirni tip 

Preberite besedilo in rešite nalogo. 
 

Rosa Parks 

Rosa Parks was a civil rights leader whose refusal to give up her seat to a white passenger on a 
segregated bus led to the Montgomery Bus Boycott. Her bravery led to nationwide efforts to end racial 
segregation. Parks was born Rosa Louise McCauley on February 4, 1913, in Tuskegee, Alabama. Her 
parents, James and Leona McCauley, separated when Parks was two. Parks’ mother moved the 
family to Pine Level, Alabama, to live with her parents, Rose and Sylvester Edwards. Both of Parks’ 
grandparents were formerly enslaved people and strong advocates for racial equality. 

Throughout Parks’ education, she attended segregated schools. Taught to read by her mother at a 
young age, Parks attended a segregated, one-room school in Pine Level, Alabama, that often lacked 
adequate school supplies such as desks. African American students were forced to walk to the first-
through-sixth-grade schoolhouse, while the city of Pine Level provided bus transportation as well as a 
new school building for white students. Beginning at age 11, Parks attended the city’s Industrial 
School for Girls in Montgomery. In 1929, while in the eleventh grade and attending a laboratory school 
for secondary education led by the Alabama State Teachers College for Negroes, Parks left school to 
attend to both her sick grandmother and mother back in Pine Level. Parks didn’t return to her studies. 
Instead, she got a job at a shirt factory in Montgomery. After marrying in 1932, she earned her high 
school degree in 1933 with her husband’s support. 

On December 1, 1955, Parks was arrested for refusing a bus driver’s instructions to give up her seat 
to a white passenger. She later recalled that her refusal wasn’t because she was physically tired, but 
that she was tired of giving in. The Montgomery City Code required that all public transportation be 
segregated and that bus drivers had the “powers of a police officer of the city while in actual charge of 
any bus for the purposes of carrying out the provisions” of the code. While operating a bus, drivers 
were required to provide separate but equal accommodations for white and Black passengers by 
assigning seats. This was accomplished with a line roughly in the middle of the bus separating white 
passengers in the front of the bus and African American passengers in the back. When an African 
American passenger boarded the bus, they had to get on at the front to pay their fare and then get off 
and re-board the bus at the back door. 

As the bus Parks was riding continued on its route, it began to fill with white passengers. Eventually, 
the bus was full and the driver noticed that several white passengers were standing in the aisle. The 
bus driver stopped the bus and moved the sign separating the two sections back one row, asking four 
Black passengers to give up their seats. Three of the other Black passengers on the bus complied 
with the driver, but Parks refused and remained seated. The driver demanded, “Why don’t you stand 
up?” to which Parks replied, “I don’t think I should have to stand up.” The driver called the police and 
had her arrested.  

Members of the African American community were asked to stay off city buses on Monday, December 
5, 1955 – the day of Parks’ trial – in protest of her arrest. People were encouraged to stay home from 
work or school, take a cab or walk to work. The Montgomery Bus Boycott, as it came to be known, 
was a huge success, lasting for 381 days and ending with a Supreme Court ruling declaring 
segregation on public transit systems to be unconstitutional.   

Although she had become a symbol of the Civil Rights Movement, Parks suffered hardship in the 
months following her arrest in Montgomery and the subsequent boycott. She lost her department store 
job and her husband was fired after his boss forbade him to talk about his wife or their legal case. On 
October 24, 2005, Parks quietly died in her apartment in Detroit, Michigan at the age of 92. She had 
been diagnosed the previous year with progressive dementia, which she had been suffering from 
since at least 2002. 
 

(Prirejeno po: www.biography.com/activist/rosa-parks. Pridobljeno: 30. 8. 2022.) 
  

https://www.history.com/topics/black-history/montgomery-bus-boycott
http://www.history.com/topics/black-history/civil-rights-movement
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S kratkimi odgovori odgovorite na vprašanja in obkrožite črko pred pravilnim odgovorom o 
besedilu Rosa Parks. Odgovore napišite na črte pod vprašanji. 
 
 
Example: 
0. What happened when Rosa was two years old?  

Her parents separated. 
 
 
 
17. What did Rosa’s school fail to provide in the classrooms? 

 ________________________________________  
 
18. Why did Rosa drop out? 

 ________________________________________  
 
19. What does the expression ‘giving in’ in the third paragraph (On December 1 …) mean? 

A fighting 

B resisting 

C claiming 

D backing down 

 
20. What other function were the bus drivers authorized to carry out? 

 ________________________________________  
 
21. What separated the white and Black passengers on the buses? 

 ________________________________________  
 
22. When riding a bus, how many times did the African-American passengers have to board it? 

 ________________________________________  
 
23. Why did the driver stop the bus? 

 ________________________________________  
 
24. What did the protesters want to achieve with the Montgomery Bus Boycott? 

 ________________________________________  
 
25. Name one of the consequences Rosa experienced after the boycott. 

 ________________________________________   
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Prazna stran 
 


