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A) Comprensione di testi scritti
B) Conoscenza e uso della lingua
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Al candidato sono consentiti l'uso della penna stilografica o della penna a sfera,
della matita HB o B, della gomma e del temperamatite.
Al candidato viene consegnato un foglio per le risposte.

I N G L E S E

La prova si compone di 12 pagine, di cui 4 bianche.

SESSIONE PRIMAVERILE

Sabato, 29 maggio 2010 / 80 minuti (40 + 40)

Livello di base

Državni  izpitni  center

MATURITÀ GENERALE

INDICAZIONI PER IL CANDIDATO

Leggete con attenzione le seguenti indicazioni.
Non aprite la prova d'esame e non iniziate a svolgerla prima del via dell'insegnante preposto.
Non è consentito usare la matita per scrivere le risposte all'interno della prova d'esame.

Incollate o scrivete il vostro numero di codice negli spazi appositi su questa pagina in alto a destra e sul foglio per le risposte.

La prova d'esame si compone di due parti, denominate A e B. Il tempo a disposizione per l'esecuzione dell'intera prova è di 80
minuti: vi consigliamo di dedicare 40 minuti alla risoluzione di ciascuna parte della prova.

La prova d'esame contiene 2 esercizi per la parte A e 3 esercizi per la parte B. Potete conseguire fino a un massimo di 20 punti
nella parte A e 37 punti nella parte B, per un totale di 57 punti. È prevista l'assegnazione di 1 punto per ciascuna risposta esatta.

Scrivete le vostre risposte negli spazi appositamente previsti all'interno della prova utilizzando la penna stilografica o la penna
a sfera. Limitatamente all'esercizio 2 della parte A ricordatevi di compilare anche il foglio per le risposte. Qualora per ciascuna
asserzione vengano scelte piu risposte, queste ultime verranno valutate con il punteggio di zero (0). Scrivete in modo leggibile. In
caso di errore, tracciate un segno sulla risposta scorretta e scrivete accanto ad essa quella corretta. Alle risposte e alle correzioni
scritte in modo illeggibile verrà assegnato il punteggio di zero (0).

Abbiate fiducia in voi stessi e nelle vostre capacità. Vi auguriamo buon lavoro.

© RIC 2010
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A) COMPRENSIONE DI TESTI SCRITTI (Tempo consigliato per la risoluzione: 40 minuti) 
 
 
TASK 1: SHORT ANSWERS 
 
Answer in note form in the spaces below. Use 1–5 words for each answer. 

Example: 

 0. How was Salty Sam related to Pamela? 

He was her great-great grandfather. 
 
 

Indonesia: in search of Salty Sam 

 1. Why did Salty Sam set sail for Indonesia? 

   

 2. Who ruined the family myth? 

   

 3. What do Trudy and Pamela have in common? 

   

 4. What did the initial irritation grow into? 

   

 5. What was the Stephenson family secret? 

   

 6. What was supposedly the Rosalie's secret cargo? 

   

 7. Why is it risky to sail in Indonesian waters? 

   

 8. What could Indonesian authorities mistake Pamela's crew for? 

   

 9. Why could the crew be put behind bars? 

   

 10. How did many sailors make money in Salty Sam's time? 
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Indonesia: in search of Salty Sam 
Adapted from an article in The Independent, 8 October 2006, by Jenny Cockle 

 

In 2006, the former comedienne Pamela Stephenson decided to set sail for Indonesia to 
discover the truth about her ancestor's final voyage. This is her story.  

 
My great-great grandfather Samuel Stephenson 

– known as Salty Sam – was an entrepreneurial 
master mariner from Rotherhithe, London. In 
1821, it was said, he set off from Java aboard his 
ship, the Rosalie, to trade along the old spice route 
in the Indonesian archipelago, but he never made 
it back. His crew mutinied and seized control of 
the Rosalie with all its cargo and Salty Sam was 
thrown overboard. 

I accepted all this as family history until last 
summer, when I had a chance meeting with a sun-
beaten Englishwoman called Trudy in a bar in 
Malta. It was one of the most peculiar things that 
has ever happened to me. She came right up to me 
and said: "It wasn't a mutiny. They were pirated in 
the Sunda Straits." You see, I had mentioned the 
story of Salty Sam in my book, Billy, and Trudy 
said she'd got chills when she read it because she 
realised that one of her ancestors had been on the 
same ship. 

Her news completely threw me and I didn't 
immediately realise the importance of it. In fact, I 
was slightly irritated. But it kept gnawing at me, 
and it was an urge that came to be overpowering. 
I'm passionate by nature, a little obsessive you 
might say, and it became an obsession to find out 
what really happened to Salty Sam – was it murder 
or mutiny? 

It wasn't until I was in my 20s that I was told 
that my great-grandmother was a Maori. You 
wouldn't think it to look at me, but I'm proud of it. 
I don't know why it was kept a secret all those 
years. My favourite aunt, Sal, was just like an old 
Maori woman in many ways. Although I was born 
in New Zealand, I grew up in Australia, so I was a 
bit removed from all that. Nevertheless, the past 
has always fascinated me. 

So, I decided to retrace Salty Sam's final 
journey and started researching the trip last 
November. My research began in London, in the 
British Library. Then I made a quick side-trip to 
New Zealand to visit the Alexander Turnbull 
Library in Wellington, where I knew there were 
some legal documents concerning Salty Sam. 
Those documents turned out to be incredibly 
important as they told us what kind of cargo he 
would have been carrying before he left Surabaya. 
Also, it wasn't mentioned in the documents, but 
unofficially he would most likely have been 
carrying opium, too. It's amazing how much you 
can find out after 200 years.  

Then the preparations for the voyage began. 
My husband and I are lucky enough to own a 
wonderful 112ft sailboat, the Takapuna, which was 
moored in Australia. Taking a boat anywhere is 
expensive, plus, I had to get a security team to 
travel with us because there is still a real threat of 
piracy around the Spice Islands.  

For a previous journey to the South Pacific, I'd 
undergone weapons training, so I am quite 
proficient with rifles and hand-guns. I see myself 
as a female Mel Gibson. My grandson thinks it's 
very cool too: "That's my granny there ... with the 
gun!" 

I knew we were confronting some obvious 
dangers. No matter how good your modern 
navigation equipment is, we'd be sailing in some 
dodgy, uncharted waters. Added to that, 
Indonesian officials weren't necessarily going to 
cast a benevolent eye over what we were doing. 
We were afraid that they wouldn't be able to 
distinguish us from the treasure-hunters who rip 
them off. A big fear of mine was that the boat 
would be impounded. I knew we should carry 
weapons and although we were doing everything 
by the book and declaring our weapons, there was 
still a possibility we could end up in jail. 

We set sail from Cairns but ran into some 
severe weather conditions with two cyclones either 
side of us – Larry and Glenda. The boat was 
damaged in the storms so we limped into Darwin 
where the crew could do some repairs. On 16 
March, we set off for the Arafura Sea and headed 
for the Spice Islands, picking up clues everywhere 
we went. 

The most exciting part of the sea journey was 
when we reached the point where we were 
following in Salty Sam's wake. I'm pretty certain he 
was running opium. Most people were back then if 
they were interested in making money. Initially, I 
thought he might have been a member of the East 
India Trading Company, so I was thrilled when I 
realised he would have been somebody they 
wouldn't have spat on! He'd have been a complete 
thorn in their side as an independent mariner.  

I do feel satisfied with the quest, because what I 
wanted most from this journey was to learn about 
Salty Sam's life and to understand what kind of 
man he was. I have done that and I now feel very 
close to him. I think I have inherited Salty Sam's 
adventurous spirit and I'm very grateful for it. It's 
a wonderful thing to have – it really is life-
affirming. 

© The Independent 
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TASK 2: GAPPED SENTENCES 

In the following extract 10 sentence parts have been removed. 

Choose from the sentence parts A–K the one which fits each gap (1–10). There is one extra 
sentence part which you do not need to use. 

WRITE your answers in the spaces next to the numbers, then COMPLETE the answer sheet 
according to the instructions on it. 

There is an example at the beginning: Gap 0 (L). 

 
 
 

High and mighty in Peru 
Adapted from an article in The Independent, 28 July 2007, by Graham Hoyland 

 

As I edged across the log bridge, the Peruvian jungle stood silently waiting across the river. 

Rotten timbers shifted beneath me and crumbs of the turf topping fell into the torrent below. Reaching 

the other side, (0  L ). The cliff above me became green and slimy and a sulphurous smell began to fill 

the air. A few metres further on I found the hot springs of Banos de Collpampa pouring out of the 

limestone into a large rocky pool. As night fell I pulled off my clothes and climbed gratefully into the hot 

water. All the sweat and aches of the last few days dissolved away (1 ___).  

Summer lightning flickered beyond the hills and, as darkness flowed out of the jungle, (2 ___). 

Bats darted across the sky, snapping them up. And as I concentrated to remember this moment, so 

too I felt a distance from reality, as if looking through a pane of glass. That moment summed up Peru 

for me; so magical that it doesn't quite feel real.  

We were in South America researching a new route being developed across the Andes to 

Machu Picchu, the iconic Inca site. The classic Inca Trail is becoming overcrowded (3 ___). The trail 

we were trying pre-dates the Inca era. It is an ancient trade route that crosses a pass between two 

snow-covered Andean peaks.  

The starting point for just about every expedition in these parts is Cusco, around 3,400 metres 

above sea level. This Spanish colonial city is built on the stone foundations of the old Inca capital,  

(4 ___). They generally come up to about waist height, above which Spanish mortared masonry takes 

over. Cusco is a good place to acclimatise to the altitude, not least because it has lots of good 

restaurants, an Irish pub or two and a strong feeling of history that has resisted the earthquakes.  

We hopped on to a minibus going to the high plateau beyond the city and took a walk through 

the Inca site of Moray, a series of extraordinary internally terraced craters. It is thought that (5 ___).  

Then the expedition proper began, (6 ___). We stopped in the mountain village of Mollepata for 

a vegetable lunch before driving up a mountain track to the valley of Soraypampa. The first lodge, 

Salcantay, is in a huge alpine pasture grazed by mules and horses. Although the roof wasn't on when 

we saw it, there will be real luxury here soon. There's an outdoor hot-tub with a spectacular view of 

Mount Salcantay, at 6,240 metres the second-highest mountain in Peru, at the end of the valley. 

Trekkers can expect hot showers, fires and deep eiderdown beds. But, as someone who has spent 
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time under canvas on many climbing expeditions, (7 ___). It would have been wiser to spend the next 

day acclimatising, but we were here on a mission, so we set off on the four-day trek to Machu Picchu.  

All the hotels in Cusco have coca leaves on reception desks because the locals chew them to 

alleviate the effects of the high altitude. Although they are the source of cocaine, (8 ___). I collected 

some as an experiment, and was chewing a large wad as we breasted the pass. The result was a 

numb mouth but no headache of the kind that can accompany high altitude. It was here that I spotted 

an Andean condor, six of whom live in this valley.  

On our last day we headed uphill for two hours on a stiff climb up to the Pallayata Pass (2,700 

metres). Shortly beyond the pass, we caught our first glimpse of Machu Picchu from the southwest, an 

angle from which it is rarely seen. To reach Machu Picchu from here (9 ___). The final descent to the 

river that runs beneath the Inca site passes through forest of bamboo. The main means of public 

transport is a railway that was somehow constructed beside the roaring river – and which, a short way 

downriver, is still damaged after flooding.  

We climbed on to a battered train for the half-hour ride to Aguas Calientes, a straggly settlement 

that exists to serve the needs of tourists. Then we drove up the zigzag road to Machu Picchu – one of 

those rare places that exceeds expectations. The temples, baths and terraces grow out of the 

geography in a natural way. The stonework is so snug that you couldn't insert a knife in the joints, yet 

it's higgledy-piggledy. It is as if the stones were balls of dough piled up and then squeezed together.  

The number of tourists at the site was overwhelming. At one point, (10 ___), I looked round to 

see a line of 20 American tourists holding hands, eyes shut, edging towards me, chanting. This kind of 

new-age behaviour was happening everywhere. But still, Peru manages to retain its character as a 

magical land.  
© The Independent 

 
 
A and we were looking for an interesting alternative 

B this appears to be perfectly legal 

C and we set off to climb over the Andes 

D because we felt hungry 

E and many of the fitted dry-stone Inca walls have survived 

F the fireflies started flashing 

G requires some mechanical help 

H I didn't mind the tents next to the building site 

I they were used as high-altitude plant nurseries 

J standing at the edge of a terrace 

K as I floated on my back and gazed up at the sky 

L I worked my way up river along a stony shore  
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B) CONOSCENZA E USO DELLA LINGUA (Tempo consigliato per la risoluzione: 40 minuti) 
 
TASK 1: GAP FILL  

Write the missing words in the spaces on the right. 

There is ONE word missing in each gap. 

There is an example at the beginning: Gap 0. 

 

The giant lion-eating chimps 
Adapted from an article in The Guardian, 14 July 2007, by James Randersont 

 
Deep in the Congolese jungle is a band of apes that, 

according to local legend, kill lions, catch fish and even howl at 
the moon. Local hunters speak of massive creatures __0__ seem 
to be some sort of hybrid between a chimp and a gorilla.  

Their location at the centre of one of the bloodiest conflicts on 
the planet, the civil war in __1__ Democratic Republic of Congo, 
has meant that the mystery apes have been little studied by 
western scientists. Reaching the region means negotiating the 
shifting fortunes of warring rebel factions and the heart __2__ the 
animals' range is deep in impenetrable forest.  

But despite the difficulties, __3__ handful of scientists have 
succeeded in studying the animals. Early speculation that the 
apes may be some yeti-like new species or a chimp/gorilla hybrid 
proved unfounded, but the truth has turned __4__ to be in many 
ways even more fascinating. They are actually a population of 
super-sized chimps with a unique culture – and __5__ seems, a 
taste for big cat flesh.  

The most detailed and recent data comes from Cleve Hicks, at 
the University of Amsterdam, who has spent 18 months in the 
field watching the Bili apes – named __6__ a local town – since 
2004. His team's most striking find came after __7__ of his 
trackers heard chimps calling for several days from the same 
spot.  

When he investigated he came across a chimp feasting on the 
carcass of a leopard. Mr Hicks cannot be sure the animal was 
killed by the chimp, but the find lends credence to the apes' lion-
eating reputation. 

"__8__ we have found is this completely new chimpanzee 
culture," said Mr Hicks. Previously, researchers had only 
managed to snatch glimpses of the animals or take photos of 
__9__ using camera traps. But Mr Hicks used local knowledge to 
get closer to them and photograph them.  

"We __10__ told of this sort of fabled land out west by one of 
our trackers __11__ goes out there to fish," said Mr Hicks whose 
project is supported by the Wasmoeth Wildlife Foundation. "I call 
it the magic forest. It is a very special place."  

Getting __12__ means a gruelling 40km trek through the 
jungle, from the nearest road, __13__ to mention navigating croc-
infested rivers. But on his arrival he found apes without their 
normal fear of humans. Chimps near the road flee immediately at 
the sight of people because they know the consequences of a 
hunter's rifle, but __14__ animals were happy to approach him. 
"The further away from the road the more fearless the chimps 
got," he added.  

Mr Hicks reports that he found a unique chimp culture. For 
example, unlike their cousins in other parts of Africa the chimps 
regularly bed down for the night __15__ nests on the ground. 
Around a fifth of the nests he found were there rather than in the 
trees.  

© The Guardian
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TASK 2: GAP FILL (Verbs) 

Write the correct form of the verbs given in brackets in the spaces on the right. 

There is an example at the beginning: Gap 0. 

 

Attack on Lawrence memorial 'was racist' 
Adapted from an article in The Independent, 15 February 2008, by Jerome Taylor 

 
Vandals have attacked a centre for inner-city children that 

__0__ (BUILD) to commemorate the murdered black teenager 
Stephen Lawrence, causing thousands of pounds worth of 
damage only a week after it was opened to the public. 

Police said they were treating the attack on the Stephen 
Lawrence Centre in Deptford, south-east London, as a racially 
motivated incident and that the crime unit at Lewisham CID were 
investigating it. 

The attackers are believed __1__ (STRIKE) in the early hours 
of yesterday, causing more than £100,000 worth of damage. 
Eight reinforced windows designed by the Turner Prize-winning 
artist Chris Ofili, and __2__ (DEDICATE) to Stephen's mother 
Doreen, were destroyed during an attack which sources said was 
"sustained and planned". 

The attack on the £10m centre, designed by the award-
winning architect David Adjaye, immediately __3__ (DRAW) 
condemnation from anti-racism campaigners and politicians. 

The Mayor of London, Ken Livingstone, said he was 
"disgusted" by the attack on the centre. "This latest outrageous 
act of racism follows several others over the past few months on 
the centre," he said. "It also comes on the anniversary of the 
inquest that confirmed Stephen's death to be an unprovoked 
racist murder and will be even more distressing for his mother, 
who has fought __4__ (ESTABLISH) this cultural landmark for 
the whole community." 

The centre was built to inspire young people of all races from 
deprived backgrounds who would pursue careers in design and 
architecture, the career path that Stephen __5__ (HOPE) to 
follow. The 18-year-old student was stabbed to death by a racist 
gang after __6__ (ATTACK) as he waited at a bus stop in Eltham 
15 years ago. His killers __7__ (NEVER / BRING) to justice and 
some of those suspected of carrying out the murder still __8__ 
(LIVE) in the area.  

The inquiry into how the authorities handled the murder 
investigation accused the Metropolitan Police of "institutional 
racism" and __9__ (LEAD) to a major overhaul of how racist 
crimes were dealt with by police forces.  

Dr Richard Stone, an adviser to the Stephen Lawrence Inquiry 
said yesterday: "This seems __10__ (BE) a premeditated attack 
aimed at causing distress to the Lawrence family because they 
are black. 

"This is a sad day for people __11__ (COMMIT) to equality of 
human beings and is a reminder of the injustice faced by the 
Lawrences." 

This attack is the fourth time that the centre __12__ 
(TARGET) by vandals so far.  

© The Independent
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TASK 3: WORD FORMATION 

Write the correct form of the words given in brackets in the spaces on the right. 

There is an example at the beginning: Gap 0. 

 
 

Modern technology solves mystery of iceman's death 
Adapted from an article in The Independent, 7 June 2007, by Steve Connor 

 
The longest autopsy in __0__ (MEDICINE) history has finally 

worked out what happened to a prehistoric man who died on an 
Alpine slope more than 5,000 years ago. He bled to death from 
an arrow in his back. 

A team of scientists used X-ray scanners to conclude that the 
arrowhead cut through a vital artery in his shoulder. They believe 
that the arrow tore a hole in an artery beneath his left collarbone, 
leading to huge __1__ (LOSE) of blood and shock that probably 
led to a heart attack. 

Even today, the chance of surviving such an injury for long 
enough to receive __2__ (EFFECT) hospital treatment is 
estimated to be only 40 per cent. 

The iceman died about 3,300 BC and his __3__ (FREEZE) 
body was discovered in 1991 by Alpine walkers who saw it 
emerging from a glacier on the Italian side of the border with 
Austria. __4__ (INITIAL), the hikers thought that the body was 
that of a modern climber. 

The Neolithic man carried a flint dagger, a longbow made of 
yew, a quiver full of arrows, plants with __5__ (POWER) 
pharmacological properties, three layers of clothing, a bearskin 
hat, a copper axe, fire-making flints and boots stuffed with straw.

It was __6__ (ORIGIN) thought that he died in autumn and 
was caught out by an early snowstorm. But an analysis of his gut 
in 2001 found that he had possibly drunk water containing hop 
hornbeam pollen grains that could only have been present in 
early summer. 

Frank Rühli, of the Institute of Anatomy at the University of 
Zurich, believes that the arrowhead sliced through a vital artery 
in the iceman's shoulder, causing him to __7__ (BLOOD) to 
death. 

A computer tomographic scan shows that the arrowhead had 
caused a lesion or cut in the dorsal wall of the subclavian artery, 
the artery underneath the collarbone. In __8__ (ADD), Dr Rühli's 
team found a large haematoma around the surrounding tissue. 

"Such obvious __9__ (PROVE) of a vascular lesion in a body 
of this historic age is unique, and it helped to determine the 
cause of this extraordinary death without a __10__ (DESTROY) 
autopsy," Dr Rühli said. The fact that the arrow's shaft was 
pulled out before his death may have worsened the injury, said 
Dr Rühli, who carried out the research with scientists from 
Bolzano, where the body is preserved. 

© The Independent
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